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THERE IS MURDER IN THE AIR 



EUROPE is aflame with bloody war from 
end to end, war made by jingoes for the 
benefit of jingoes. Workers blood is spilled 
like water, grief-torn widows and destitute 
orphans are being made by the thousands 
every day. A world pouring its life blood 
into the ground as a payment for its foolish- 
ness. 



Mars, the bloody war God , holds full sway 
there. He now invades this country for his 
tribute. The militia mobilized, bugles blow- 
ing, drums rolling, flags waving, and every 
effort being made to stampede the youth of 
the country into the same frenzy that 
characterized the days of '98. It was "Re- 
member the Maine" then, and it worked; it 
is "On to Mexico" now ; but it don't seem to 
work so well. 

It won't work if you keep your head on 



your shoulders. This war is not our war, not 
the workers' war. It is a war for profits from 
oil wells, cattle ranches, tobacco fields. You 
don't own them, let those who claim their 
ownership by "right" of theft, fight for them 
if they will. Sherman said that war is hell, 
this scrap will be no exception to the rule. 
We have no quarrel with the workers of 
Mexico, we wish them all success in their 
task of ridding their country of parasitic 
I masters, native or foreign. The land there 



belongs to the people who use it, not to any 
Hearst or Rockefeller. 

Young man, when you hear the bands 
playing, when you see the colors flying, when 
you hear the impassioned oratory of the re- 
cruiting officers, remember, "War is Hell", 
and don't go. Young girl, when you see the 
fine uniforms of the soldier "Johnnies", 
when you feel overcome by the reverence 
for the ''brave boys", KEEP COOL, your 
"heroes" are merely going to pull the rich 



man's chestnuts out of the fire, they are on 
their way to rob other girls of their brothers 
and sweethearts, and, if desert sands and 
hissing bullets deserve that name, they are 
on their way to Hell. 

There's nothing heroic about murdering 
at another's bidding. Remember that and 
keep cool. If you want to fight, do as the 
Socialists, young and old, are doing all ever 
the world — fight against war! Down with 
militarism ! 



Men Wanted For Tne 
United States Army 



By ANNA A. MALEY. 

"War re/nains; but civilization will 
conquer that, too. Its general stupidi- 
ty and futility are more and more 
understood. The bacillus which causes 
it has been discovered in a false, in- 
vidious, truculent patriotism. Sanita- 
tion will clean out the militarism in 
which it breeds." 

These words appear on the editorial ■ 
page of a recent issue of that widely : 
read publication which was founded; 
in 1728 A. D. by Benjamin Franklin. 
This paper of late seems to have had 
a "back to Franklin" impulse. 

Militarism breeds to cheap patiiot- 
ism of our day. But what breeds mil- 
itarism? Commercialism, the lust to 
sell, grins forth in the whole effort 
to herd thoughtless boys to then- 
death. 

* • * • 

IT PAYS to advertise. Well the 
masters of the world's trade know it. 
Pity it is that an interpreter might 
not stand by that arresting picture 
at the recruiting station to say to the 
innocent young prospect, "You are 
wanted to break strikes, thus giving 
the industrial lord cheap goods. Then 
vou must fight for dear markets in 
which to sell the goods. Also you 
must gain for him new lands in which 
he may rob helpless workers; and 
for all the wars you fight he sells, at 
high profit, the supplies." 

The army advertising, being skill- 
fully done, suggests that the army is 
of soldiers and for soldiers — that they 
take none of the risks and get all of 
the benefits. 

There in the picture stands the 
young soldier, handsome, fine, radiant 
with health. He must be straight — a 
bow-legged man might not stop all 
the bullets that come bis way. 

Girls gaze glad-eyed on the picture. 
It makes them pine to join the army 
themselves — at least such single de- 
tachments as this young man repre- 

"An Opportunity to Travel" is the 
legend on that picture of a gun- 
hugging lot who are running at top 
speed. They are indeed traveling as 
either pursued or pursuer is likely 
to do. Travel with them, by all means, 
if you enjoy the thought of taking 
your last look at the sky from an 
undifferentiated heap composed of 
your sometime self and your own 

vitals and "vittles". 

* » * » 

"AN Opportunity to Travel", "A 
Chance to See the World" — how these 
suggestions stir the young hot-blood 
whose world is a gray room, a cheap 
restaurant, an exacting shop or of- 
fice, and at its most exciting, a trip 
to Coney! 

A chance to see the world, a hot 
time here; but the really big adven- 
ture is not advertised: you may see 
the next world as well, a hereafter, 
the temperature of which is not 
guaranteed. 

The real art of army advertising 
lies in what is not shown. Most ad- 
vertisers show the subject both be- 
fore and after taking: Mrs. Jane 
Jones, before eating peanuts, is as 
thin as our good President Wilson; 
after eating she is fatter than Mr. 
William Howard Taft, the man who 
put the fat in fatuous. 

The soldier before taking, him we 
see in all fine attitudes from every 
happy tingle. But after taking, nay — 
it would be but a stupid military pro- 
moter who could not guess that 
pictures of faceless remnants of men 
might suggest to our boys that the 
price of "A chance to see the world" 
is over high. 

* * * * 

THERE may be balm in Gilead but 
there must be oil in Mexico. Therefore 
we are mobilizing. When the war is 
done our masters will have much oil 
and our mothers much mourning. We 
shall have added full many thousands 
to our roll of "glorious dead". 

But the soldier boy who lives to 
fight another day will still have # a 
monopoly of only the oil that drips 
from the tongue of him who presides 
over that trap to hell, above the por- 
tals of which is written, "Men Wanted 
for the United States Army." 

The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion permitted the railroads to raise 
their rates with the result; that the 
roads are now coining millions. Why 
doesn't this commission now tell the 
"railroads that they must raise the 
wages of their employes? 

The flapdoodle being already pre- 
pared, the interests are now putting 
up to pay for it. The people will pay 
after election. 




distributed the "Jugend Internation- ! 
ale" by the thousands. 

The conference has drafted a num- 
ber of important and significant reso- 
lutions to the end that the inter- 
national ties that today encircle the 
working class youth of the world, be 
made tighter and firmer, and that the 
Young .Socialist International be 
speedily placed in a position of ever 
greater success and influence. 

We are convinced that the young 
workers of all countries, will gladly 
aid in the accomplishment of this 
work at the earliest possible moment, 
and that the gaps left by our fallen 
or imprisoned comrades will be filled 
by others ten times and a hundred 
times over. In the knowledge that the 
loyalty of our millions of young work- 
ers and their ceaseless sacrifice to 
the proletarian class-struggle will as- 
sure our eventual success even in the 
face of War and Militarism; this con- 
ference calls upon the socialist youth 
to carry on their revolutionary pro- 
paganda fearlessly and courageously 
as heretofore, to the end that the rule 
of capitalism may be abolished and 
that socialism may reign in its stead. 

The present day system sees 80,000 
divorces a year in America — and the 
opponents of socialism will tell you 
that socialism will disrupt our sacred 
home life. 



Comradeship 



You can buy, if you're got money, all yon i 

need to eat and drink. 
You can pay for bread and honey, and can \ 

keep your palate sweet. 
But when trouble cornea to f<*et you and . 

when sorrow comes your way j 
For the gentle hand of comradeship you'll [ 

find you cannot pay. i 

i 

You can buy with gold and silrer things j 

you've got to have to wear. 
You can purchase all that's needful when 

your skies are bright And fair 
But when clouds begin to gather and when 
, trouble rules the day, 

i'our money doesn't lure a friend worth ' 
while to come your way. i 

For the hand that's warm and gripping and 1 

the heart that's tender, too, ! 
Are what all men living sigh for when they're ; 

sorrowful and blue, 

For there's nothing that's so soothing and ; 

so comforting, right then j 

As the gladly -given comradeship of a f el- j 

low's fellow-men. j 

A hand upon your shoulder and a whispered j 

word of cheer 
Are the things that keep you going when 

your trouble-time is here: 
And you'll hate the gold you've gathered and 

the buildings that you own 
If you have to bear your troubles and your 

sorrows all alone. 

If you've served a golden idol, you will get, 

as your reward. 
All the luxuries of living that the coins of j 

gold afford; ! 
But you'll be the poorest mortal and the 

saddest, in the end 
Whe n the clouds of trouble gather— and 

you're hungry for a friend. 



| Socialism And The Young 

j By EMIL S EI DEL. 

t %#0UTH, MAID, this is your work. Here is an opportunity to 
| play a part in the history of your country. 

* I We, those of us whose head is gathering the snow which no 
i spring sun will ever again remove, will gradually one by one pass 
| away to our rest. Long before the work is completed we shall have 
gone. Then who will build, if not you? 

We are blazing the way. We are breaking down prejudices; we 
are finding the path. We are preparing the ground. 

Little by little we are gathering the material. We are hewing 
and dressing the timber, we are cutting the stone. 



THERE'S NO MORE ROOM ON TOP! 



By MAX SHEROVER. 



_ ^ ITVT „ W1 VT A , . longer. When the slaves counted their 

m^OUNG MAN, there is no morei num bers they realized that they out- 
W room on top. It is too crowded numbered their masters a few hundred 
■ up there. And the ground is ! to one. Ther was no need to fight. The 
slipipng from under many who are on hundreds refused to remain slaves and 
top already. The ground is growing t the ones could not say "no". Todav 



smaller. But the smaller the group 
on top becomes the more powerful do 
the members of that decreasing group 
become. 



in the free United States, for every 
master there are several hundred 
self-hired slaves. 
Young man, let's get together for 



The Young International 



A GREAT many of our young 
people, hard at work within 
their own respective organiza- 
tions and consequently limited in 
their outlook, get the notion that the 
league in their own particular city or 
their own state, perhaps, constitutes 
the Y. P. S. L. movement in its entire- 
ty. Such conceptions are far from the 
truth of the matter as a perusal of 
the story of other leagues in other 
countries will show. The Y. P. S. L. 
of this country U small end weak in 
comparison with some of its neigh- 
bors across the sea, but our steady 
growth and splendid opportunities 
will bring us to the forefront among 
nations if we will only combine all 
our activity and make use of the con- 
ditions at hand. 

The last International Bureau meet- 
ing, held in Zurich four months ago 
was a highly significant one. Altho 
delegates from only five nations were 
present, Norway, Denmark, Germany, 
Italy, and Switzerland, the gathering 
was truly international in make-up 
and spirit. Great gains have been 
made during the past year and thru 
the affiliation of the Young Socialist 
movements of Greece, The United 
States, Winnipeg (Canada), Madrid 
(Spain), and a few additional local 
leagues of Germany the membership 
has grown from 40,000 to 70,000. The 
international organ, "Internationale 
Jugend", has had a circulation of 80,- 
000 copies for the two numbers thus 
far issued. 



OUR TICKET THIS YEAR 

For President 
ALLAN L. BENSON * 
For Vice-PreslderU 
GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK 



THIS growth in numbers and ter- 
ritory has been accomplished in the 
face of almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties. War conditions thruout Europe 
have greatly strengthened the re- 
actionary forces everywhere and have 
made it almost impossible for many 
organizations to function. Neverthe- 
less the young comrades have remain- 
ed true to the colors of the Inter- 
national and have faced the persecu- 
tion of the governments and the 
ostracism of some of their older com- 
rades with hardihood and bravery in 
their relentless opposition to militar- 
ism. Accounts of the jight are gfiren 
elsewhere in this paper under the 
heading of the various nations and 
also in Comrade Lore's excellent ar- 
ticle. 

One of the most important of their 
anti-war activities was the holding of 
the International Peace Day, Oct. 3, 
1915. Over 250 metings were held in 
all parts of the world, and an at- 
tendance of 120,000 with a literature 
distribution of half a million leafJft 
is reported. So great was the mefiii 
from this sort of agitation tha "* 
authorities in nearly all conn 
their best to suppress the mi 



They were successful in Italy and in 
some of the Balkan countries, and the 
work in Germany, Switzerland, and 
elsewhere was interfered with to a 
smaller degree. 

The International Bureau now calls 
on all organizations of young social- 
ists thruout the world to set aside 
Sunday, September 3, 1916, as the 
second great International Young So- 
cialist Peace Day, and urges them to 
celebrate this occasion with fitting 
meetings and literature distributions. 
The text of the call is given below: 

"TO THE SOCIALIST YOUTH OF 
ALL COUNTRIES! 

THE Bureau of the International 
Association of Socialist Young 
People's Organizations convened in 
Zurich during the first days of 
February 1916, the first meeting since 
its organization in 1907. At this meet- 
ing there were five delegates present, 

jthe official representatives of the 
young socialist movements of Nor- 

Iway, Denmark, Italy, Germany, and 

j Switzerland, respectively. 

J Ou the basis of verbal and written 
I reports as well as that of commonly 
j known fact we have determined to 
our great satisfaction that certain 
leagues and members have fought and 
suffered heroically in their efforts to 
maintain the organization and ideals 
of the international young socialist 
movement during this terrible and 
dangerous period of war. The parti- 
cipants of this conference commemor- 
ate in sorrow their departed com- 
rades, and express their heartfelt ap- 
preciation to those who have been 
jailed and persecuted for their un- 
shakable loyalty to our cause. This 
conference, with proud conviction and 
hope, hereby affirms that in the face 
of all the reactionary measures of 
the governments, our opponents have 
failed utterly to even hamper, much 
less crush the socialist young people's 
movement. 

Each of our affiliated groups has 
added hundreds of new organizations 
and thousands of new members to our 
ranks. Since the 1915 Conference at 
Berne the number of members in our 
affiliated bodies has been raised from 
40,000 to 70,000. The young socialist 
press and especially the "Jugend In- 
ternationale" is gaining steadily in 
circulation and value. 

* * * * 

THE young comrades, especially in 
Germany and Italy, have attained 
magnificent success in. the face of 



Young man, you are doomed. If < our own good. We are the many and 
you were born into the working class ! 0 ur masters are the few. Bv getting 
you are doomed to stay, live and die i together, by using our intellects, we 
a member of that class. The time can make this a better world to live 
when a worker could hope to marry ; i n , not only for ourselves but for all 
the boss' daughter and thus rise out mankind. It lies in our power to 
of and above the working class, has abolish poverty, hard times, and 
long ago been relegated to mythology, shattered ambitions. Man's wonderful 
You cannot become a captain of inventive renius has made dumb 
finance, of commerce or of industry. . machinery his slave. We have harnes- 
The best you can hope for under ; se d the forces of nature, the water 
present conditions is to "rise" from fall, the wind, the wave and even the 
the overallec, caloused and horny | sun > s rays to do man's hard labor, 
handed class of workers to that of : This world today is rich enough, its 
jthe cuff and collar pencil pusher , yield of food, clothing and other neces- 
i class. Your social ambition must be saries of life is abundant to feed 
j limited by the thought of changing , clothe and house all of its inhabitants. 
! your social status from the job class j The price of the insane extravagance 
j to the situation class, fron- the wages j 0 f the rich is the extreme poverty of 
I to the salary class. It is written in I the poor. We don't need multi-mil- 
lyour class destiny that yoj.- indivi- j lionaires and we dont' need paupers, 
di al fate will be to always hire out We need men and women who will do 
| your Kvawn or brain ?.t so much per. their share of the world's work and 
\.->u tan not become independent. You all will get their shard of human 
must remain dependent on the man : needs and comforts, 
or class that is willing to hire you ' * » « * 

when they can make something out | YOUNG man, this is not a dream, 
of your work. ■ You have been dreaming! You are 

,r~xr^r~ * , • ' dreaming that you are free, that you 

i YOUNG man, it is settled. It is are contented and that all is well, 
i settled that you cannot climb out of Cease dreaming. Wake up! 
ithe social pit into which accident of; Young man, this is Socialism: So- 
i birth has thrown you. Make up your cialism is an organized movement of 
jmiT-d to that. And now wha ! ; are you thinking men and women organized 
j going to do about it? Yon are not to bring about, by means of an o*-- 
I alone. I am facing the same problem. ! ganized intellectual expression, the 
j And cne vast majority of ou:- fellow j following things which the world has 
; young men. of this penratton, are i not had up till now lut can have if 
jfacing the same problem. We are all ! it so decides: 

in the same boat. What are we going: Equality of Opportunity for All; 



BUT OUR hands are misshapen and callous from toil. They are 
yet too much stained with individualism. Our mien is hard and bitter 
from abuse and slander. 

But you can smile. Your hands are nimble; your minds are pliant. 
You will be more free from all these. A lighter heart and a cheerful 
outlook will animate you. 

You will, therefore, lay the foundation and the cornerstone. You 
will build the walls, stone upon stone. You will top them with a roof, 
and pinnacles shall adorn it. You will carve in bold and artful out- 
line its gables and its frieze. You will decorate its interior with rare 
colors for you will know the secrets of beauty. Sunshine, song and 
laughter will be your partners in your work, for it is tha dream of 
a thousand years and of millions of noble souls that you are giving 
form and outline and shape and color and life. 

* * * * 

AND when it is completed it shall be a structure in which shall 
dwell a happy race; for children shall not starve, nor orphans and 
widows weep. Old age shall not beg and virtue will not go for a 
price. Music and song shall sound thruout its halls and its dome shall 
shed the light of truth all over the land. 

Youth, yours is the future. Yours is the land and the- fulness 
thereof. You shall possess it. 

RULING CLASS ROBBERS 



I 



j to do about it? 

Young man, you must save your- 
self. You ought not, you will not and 
I you must not remain where you are 
i thru no choice of youi*3. Quit building 



Universal Peace; 
International Brotherhood of Man; 
Industrial and Political Democracy; 
Economic Security. 
Young man, you must study. The 



! your air castles and come down to j foregoing goals ned to be fully under 
| earth. Are you content to remain a ! stcod, before you can explain these 
j "hire out by the week" slave? Orjto your mates, before you can inspire 
I would you rather be a free man, a j them to join with you and work with 
member of a world of free people, |ycu for these things. You must study 
where each is doing his level best for j sik! inform yourself. Thousands upon 
the general good of all? If you are \ thousands of intelligent young men 
satisfied with the way things are | are organized together for that pur- 
with you now, then waste no time , pose. They are above the average 
leading this further, but if you are | young man you meet on the street, 
a man, if you have red blood in your j They are thinkers and doers. They 
veins, if your heart strings respond are alive. Come, join with them, 




to the inspiring music of freedom's 
call then come and let me show you 
the way out of the pit. 

Young man, you must fight. If 
economic, social and mental freedom 
is worth having it is certainly worth 
fighting for, and most certainly worth 
thinking for. If you will think you will 
not have to fight. If you refuse to 
think sheer necessity will' drive yon 
to use man's only other expression of 
desire — brute force. The greatest re- 
volutions are won by the brain rather 
that by the fist. Come, nse-your brains 
and he ready to back them up with 
your fists when necessary. 

* * * * 

YOUNG man, the savage competes, 
the civilized man co-operates..' Ate 
there enough of us to co-operate, "fti 
unite in .order to gain what we want ? 
It was a slave in ancient Greece who 
" " ' ' • 'vjedeel to put an 
>r the slaves to 
And the slaves 
their num- 
.*"*s no } 



study and think and the world will 
look different to you. You will begin 
to understand the things that puzzled 
you till now. 

* * * * 

YOUNG man, be a Yipsel. It is a 
honor to be one. "Yipsel" stands for 
Y.P.S.L. which are the initials of the 
Young People's Socialist League. The 
Yipsels are organized in almost every 
state of this union. Get in and you 
will become acquainted with young 
men and young women whose com- 
pany is an inspiration. You will make 
friends that you'll have good cause 
to be proud of. 

Sit down now and write a letter or 
card to the address below and you'll 
get full particulars as to how you can 
become a member of this wonderful 
army, organized for the most noble 
nurpose in the history of the world. 
Write to 
National Secretary, 
Young People's Socialist League, 
803 W. Madison street 
Chicago, I1L 



NOTE.— Here is Eugene V. Debs' contribution to the Young People's 
Edition of The American Socialist. In this article he shows how the rich 
dodge taxes totalling $320,000,000 annually. When the rich dodge their 
taxes, the taxes of the poor are increased. If they are not paid imme- 
diately by the poor, these taxes are shouldered off onto the generations 
yet unborn, or on the growing boys and girls, thru bond issues, or by 
other skillful methods cleverly worked out by King Moneybags, the 
financial ruler of America. Read Debs' article and then, to make sure 
that you've got it all, reread it: 

* * * * 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

THREE HUNDRED and twenty million dollars a year, or 
about a million dollars a day, is the amount stolen by the 
ruling class robbers of the capitalist system from the treasury 
of the United States. 

How is this shameless raid on the national treasury commit- 
I ted? Easy enough. Most of the rich ( !) men in this, as in every 
other country, are perjurers and thieves and if the law of their 
own making were enforced they would all be keeping the lockstep 
with the other thieves and felons in the penitentiary. 
! The plutocrats and their lesser breed ought to pay four 
' hundred million dollars in income tax annually into the treasury 
j of the United States. They actually pay but eighty million dollars 
! of that amount. The difference, three hundred and twenty million 
i dollars, is stolen by these rich robbers from the American people 
(every year. 

| « * * * 

BASIL M. Manly, the expert government investigator, after 
i six months of thoro investigation, has brought this robbery to 
J light and supported it by an array of unimpeachable facts and 
! figures. His expose of the rich tax-dodgers, perjurers and thieves 
j is complete and ought to be read by every honest man in the land, 
f The report is entitled "The United States Income Tax Steal" and 
| is published under the direction of the Newspaper Enterprise As- 
isociation, under whose direction the investigation was conducted 
| which has uncovered and laid bare this colossal robbery of the 
i public treasury. 

' Since the gigantic steal has been exposed, Secretary McAdoo, 
j Secretary of the Treasury, has been explaining that there is no 
; adequate provision for enforcing the law and that therefore the 
tax can not be collected, nor the eminently respectable tax-dodging 
perjurers and thieves brought to justice. Exactly! But did any 
poor pilferer of a penny's worth of stale bread to allay his hunger 
pangs ever escape the heavy hand of the law upon the same 
ground of inadequate provision to enforce its penalties? 

* * * * 

AS a matter of fact the income tax law was never intended 
to be enforced. Under its provisions the rich thieves are permitted 
to make secret returns and the law was expressly drawn to make 
it safe and easy for them to perjure themselves, dodge their 
taxes and laugh up their sleeves. 

For do not these plug-hatted, tailor-made, manicured thieves 
and looters furnish the campaign funds of the capitalist parties 
that control the government? And are they not the ruling class 
of the nation and therefore above the law that rules the common 
herd? 

Yes, and they are also the infernal humbugs and hypocrites 
that forever prate about "patriotism" and "equality before the 
law" and "the power of the nation". 

* * * * 

OH, YES, and the whole burglarizing gang of them are for 
"preparedness" and for making every wage-slave a soldier-hire- 
ling to defend the country against a foreign invasion. 

Both the Republican and Democratic national conventions 
recently held were financed and controlled by these trasury-loot- 
ing scoundrels, and both Hughes and Wilson are their candidates 
for the presidency of the United States. 

We are ruled by robbers who pose as patriots and if you want 
the facts and figures to prove it write to S. T. Hughes, Editor. 
Newspaper Enterprise Association, Cleveland, O., and ask him te 
send you a copy of the Manly report on the United States Income 
Tax Steal of Three Hundre' and Twenty Million dollars a yaar, 
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Youth and the Issues 



By WM. F, KRTJSE. 



IN THE stress and storm of a great presidential 
campaign we hear a great deal about candidates, 
"great men", platforms, issues, and what not. 
At Chicago the devotees of the honorable elephant 
came out of a week's cold storage sessions to nomin- 
ate the bosses' candidate and to approve of a bosses' 
platform. 

At St. Louis, a week later, the deciples of the 
jackass did the same, except that they did not even 
pretend to have anything to say about the matter; 
a pre-arranged program was gone thru in a pre- 
arranged way. Wilson's candidate Wilson was 
nominated, and Wilson's platform of meaningless 
bunk was ratified 'mid great acclaim. 

It was just another act in the great American 
political circus — a show so punk in its average per- 
formance that an attempt to put it on a regular 
stage would sell out all the rotten eggs in town. But 
people fall for it in politics so easily that the politi- 
cians excuse themselves on the ground that wis is 
what the people really want, — and they get it, good 
and plenty. 

But about two weeks after the termination of this 
three-ring circus, there was a different kind of a 
meeting in Chicago. About a score of earnest work- 
ers, the elected representatives of the Socialist Par- 
ty, met around a great table in an unpretentious 
office and there drafted the 1916 platform which, 
when carried out, will mean the emancipation of 
the working class. 

There are two parts of that platform, the first 
is an explanation of the socialist's aim, the second 
is the working program with which to accomplish 
this aim. 

The first deals with the conditions that now 
confront us and the remedy to be found only in 
Socialism. In thisjpart of the program the real issue 
is outlined, the only really important issue in this 



-the freedom of life for 



or any similar campaign- 
the workers. 

The second and equally important part of the 
program deals with the steps to be taken to settle 
the issue — the political, industrial, and collective in- 
terests of the workers are clearly and cogently ex- 
pressed. 

This platform outlines the real issue and tells 
you how to settle it. It is hot a street car platform 
like those of the old parties— only meant to get in on 
— it is the hope and the battle-cry of the toiling mas- 
ses of all the country. 

* * * * 

THE OTHER ISSUES. 

BUT the other parties will not agree to meet us 
on this issue. If they did they would be doomed to 
defeat before the battle started. You cannot tell a 
workingman that it is not good for him to have good 
food to eat, a good home to live in, good schools for 
his children, and a healthful, pleasant job "to work 
at without fear of discharge or discrimination. He 
knows better, these are the things for which he is 
really striving, even tho he does not always know it. 
The Socialist Party's issue for the worker is THE 
RIGHT TO LIFE. We stand for this, the old par- 
ties are opposed to it on so clear and concise an 
issue they do not dare to face us. 

After all, is there anything else that really 
matters? At least three-fourths of all our activity 
is directed to the end that .we may have food, cloth- 
ing, shelter, culture, and amusement; these are 
the things we are vitally interested in, and these 
are the things society owes to every useful member. 

These things are dangerous for the political 
fakirs of the old parties to talk about, so they prate, 
instead, about everything under the sun except the 
real issue. They talk about this country's policy to- 
ward Mexico, civil service reform, economy and 
budgets, rule for the United States Senate, Pan- 



American affairs,, territories, merchant marine, 
"Preparedness", arid what not. 

i» * * 
PREPAREDNESS? 

Why? What for? "Preparedness for peace, of 
course", shout the slicjc jingoes. Preparedness for 
peace? How? By laying in a large stock of murder 
machinery, and building Up a class of professional 
hireling soldiers, not only willing but anxious to use 
these tools of butchery. 

We might as soon think of laying in a large 
store of gasoline and dynamite and call it "fire- 
insurance' as to endeavor to stave on* war by buying 
implements of murder. There is a great hullabaloo 
now being raised about this "preparedness". What 
is its meaning, anyway? 

Well, to different people it has different mean- 
ings. To the man who patriotically sells rotten 
armor plate to his government at tan times its cost, 
"preparedness" means profits and good times ahead 
A million dollars invested by the munitions profiteers 
in the purchase of jingo newspaper scribblers and 
lying "movies" is a mighty good investment, for 
the request even now is for a billion dollars a year 
and there is more coming. 

"Preparedness" means profit and plunder to the 
master jingo, what does it mean to the workers? 
It means an over-burdening weight of taxation, it 
means that money which should be spent for educa- 
tion and better living conditions for the workers 
of the country will go into the pockets of the 
plunderbund. It means more than this, for these 
battleships and guns and bayonets are not intended 
for dress parade only, they are meant for use. When 
will they be used? When the workers endeavor to 
rise from their condition of serfdom, when they go 
on strike for a little more bread and a little better 
life, then those guns will be used as they have been 
in Colorado, Michigan, and elsewhere, to drive the 
strikers back to their slavery. Then they will be 
used to snuff out the lives of our brave men, then 
they will spit lead into the breasts of our women 
and babes. 

Or perhaps, in the interests of the plunderbund, 
it may be necessary to "civilize" some of our neigh- 
bors, it may be necessary to force the Mexicans to 
guarantee with a little more certainty the dividends 
on Rockefeller's oil wells or Hearst's ranch; it may 



be necessary to "convince" China or Germany of the 
desirability of paying profits to lis rather than to 
some other nation — it may be necessary to get into 
WAR! 

When that time comes it will be the workers and 
the sons of the workers who do all the bleeding and 
dying and suffering; and it will be the mothers and 
daughters and wives of the workers whose hearts 
will be torn with grief for their loved ones who are 
no more. And when the smoke of battle clears away 
and the stake is eithejr won or lost, it will be the 
workers who will have to feed the cripples, mourn 
the dead, and foot the bills, and it will be the para- 
sitic owners on whose account the whole sordid 
bloody busines was started who will grow fat on 
the proceeds of the blood and tears of the working 
class. 

If only they would put their appeal for prepared- 
ness in its true clothes, if only the plunderbund 
would come out frankly and demand guns and ships 
and workers' lives for the frank purpose of pro- 
tecting and increasing their loot! No, they are far 
too cunning for that. They appeal instead to the 
ghosts of the fathers, men too long dead to chal- 
lenge the base uses to which their names are put. 
The appeal is made to our "fighting spirit", to our 
"Americanism". 

* * * * 
AMERICANISM! 

THERE is nothing wrong in the word, but, Oh! 
what uses it is put to! This is the cloak with which 
the plunderbund tries to cover up its real designs. 
It's really a very simple proposition, the workers 
begin to think, they threaten the mastery of the 
profiteers, quick! wave the flags, beat the tom-toms, 
shout the magic pass-word "Americanism" and the 
trick is done. 

Stripped of all its high-sounding verbiage the 
proposition is not hard to understand. The master's 
idea of "Americanism" is to have the workers sur- 
render their brains into his keeping and to kiss a 
piece of mud! 

The American worker is asked to get down on 
his knees and to glue his eyes and mouth to that 
particular piece of land called the United States. 
If he Will consent to do this it will be an easy trick 
to fool and enslave him, he will bo unable to see 
anything of the progress being made on all sides, 



he will be unable to voice any protest against hn 
exploitation. 

But the Socialist's idea of "Americanism" differs 
considerably from this standpoint. His idea is that 
of a free land inhabited by a free, intelligent,^ and 
happy people, controlling absolutely their own Hues 
and destiny and so far at peace with the world that 
they would not lift a hand against a neighbor no 
matter how weak and defenseless he might be. 

THE MENACE TO YOUTH. 

THERE is a grave menace to the young folks 
in our present militarist agitation. It is aimed at 
more than the construction of a military force for 
defense or even for aggression, it is aimed at the 
total destruction of our liberties. Thru all of the 
activity of the jingo press and literature there runs 
the hint, first veiled and then as time goes on more 
and more open, that America must have universal 
military service, that she must introduce conscrip- 
tion if she would retain her freedom, that she must 
consent to Militarism if she would advance the cause 
of Democracy. 

Conscription and freedom! Militarism and Dem- 
ocracy! What a fallacy! If there are ever two things 
that cannot be reconciled they are conscription and 
freedom, if ever there are two ideals that cannot 
but rank as mortal enemies they are Militarism and 
Democracy. Militarism pre-supposes a gigantic mil- 
itary machine in the hands of the ruling class, the 
means for the immediate repression of any attempt 
on the part of the workers to gain freedom in any 
way whatever. It means the enthronement of force 
as an ideal of right in the minds of the people and 
of the nation, it means the death of all things that 
tend to freedom and to democracy. 

Youth of America, wake up! The liberties that 
your fathers handed down to you are in danger, 
rouse to action quickly and give battle to the powers 
of privilege who would despoil you of them. 

A free people in a free country, at peace with a 
free world, let that be our slogan and let us hold, 
to it. Let us refuse under any circumstances to 
carry our flags and guns into our neighbors' homes 
and country, let us strive to free the world from 
those monsters of War and Militarism, arid from 
their true parent, the Capitalistic method of pro- 
duction and distribution. 

Youth of America, awaken, your life and liberty 
are in danger. 



AMERICA'S OPPORTUNITY. 

TODAY — upon the morning of the 
twentieth century America is offered 
her greatest opportunity — an oppor- 
tunity that is without parallel in the 
history of nations. 

AND HOW ARE WE TO REAL- 
IZE THIS OPPORTUNITY? 

Not with the mailed fist of militar- 
ism and war preparedness whose 
crimson echo is the belching of 
howitzers and the exploding of tor- 
pedoes with their ruthless destruction. 
From over the sea — from France, 
Germany, England — from all torn 
and bleeding Europe comes an appeal 
to America to realize her greatest 
opportunity. It is the cry of a suffering 
heartbroken people caught in the iron 
grip of Militarism. We are besought 
by the souls of men lying in unknown 
heaps in the trenches — we are pled 
with by the agonizing cry of moth- 
ers — heartbroken and despaired — we 
are eloquently beseeched by the pite- 
ous eyes of helpless children, whose 
lives have been blighted and starved. 
Every divine impulse, every throbb- 
ing hope of humanity looks to Amer- 
ica to lead the world in organization 
i'or peace. 

America will realize this oppor- 
tunity when American people will de- 
cide one thing — that the PRO- 
DUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
AMERICA'S COMMODITIES FOR 
PROFIT SHALL CEASE AND 
THAT SERVICE AND BENEFIT 
SHALL BE THE WATCHWORD.— 
By Carl Ulonska. 

What is the use of preparedness? 
Mexico was under arms, and see 
what an unprepared nation is doing 
to her. 



The Million Dime Column 




MEN WANTED 
At The 
Llano Del Rio Co- 
operative Colony 
Los Angeles County 
California. 

Members and their families are 
arriving every week but the work- 
ers are absorbed in the varied de- 
partments of industry as rapidly 
as they come. The managers 
nightly meetings hear the continu- 
ous calls for more help. We have 
land and water. Great acreage is 
under cultivation, much of it in 
permanent crops. There is need of 
more workers in the agricultural, 
horticultural and stockraising de- 
partments and we need them for 
the varied industries. We have 
among us carpenters, bricklayers, 
brick makers, tanners, cannery 
workers, carpet weavers, ex- 
perienced laundrymen, irrigation 
experts, millwrights, lumbermen, 
printers, artists, cattlemen, dairy- 
men, teachers and in fact men and 
women of almost every trade and 
profession, and all are at work at 
their regular occupation but there 
is call for more workers. 

We are starting the work on our 
beautiful permanent city. Other 
permanent and substantial build- 
ings are being erected. Our irriga- 
tion system is being perfected and 
extended. Great activities arc 
shown in the saw mill, planing 
mill,' brick yard, lime kilns, lum- 
bering works, cannery, tannery, 
orchards, poultry and rabbitry de- 
partments, dairy, rug works, — but 
we need more workers. We are 
growing rapidly and we are build- 
ing on the firmest financial and 
business foundation. Nearly a 
thousand of your comrades have 
carried out this great pioneer 
work. Why not join them now? 
There are no rich, no poor. All 
are abundantly supplied in the 
needs of life. Our schools are the 
best. Already they are attracting" 
widespread attention. Our social 
life is delightful. If you are tired 
of the struggle in the cutthroat 
competitive system why not join 
these Socialist comrades in the 
great co-operative colony founded 
by Job Harriman two years ago? 
Two years successful operation 
have proven the power of col- 
lective effort. 

For full particulars write to the 
membership department. Address 
LLANO DEL RIO COMPANY 

OF NEVADA, 
RENO - - NEVADA. 



Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Total number of dimes received up 
to and including Saturday, June 24: 

34,734 

This shows a gain of 1,648 dimes 
for the week. 

.The National Executive Committee 
at its recent meeting outlined some 
very elaborate plans for a rousing 
national campaign. It is planned to 
break all previous records for liter- 
ature distributions, routing of speak- 
ers and organizers. Five hundred dol- 
lars was appropriated to help elect 
Comrade Gene Debs to Congress. 
Weak districts were promised finan- 
cial aid. Meyer London's chances for 
re-election are very bright. It seems 
likely that a congressman or two will 
be elected from Milwaukee, one or two 
from Oklahoma and prospects are 
good in other parts of the country. 

To take advantage of all these op- 
portunities before us we must have 
a record campaign fund. The Million 
Dime plan makes it possible for every 
man and woman in the party to do his 
or her share. Send in your application 
for a dime bank today and do your 
utmost to get your friends, neighbors 
and fellow workers to drop a dime or 
more in it. In this way you will have 
done your share of the work to bring 
the message of Socialism to the mas- 
ses. Send for your bank today — 
NOW! 

No. of No. of 

Bank ooifl23ao 
Bank Name of Gunner Dime* 

287— R. C. King, Kansas City, Kans 14 

337— E. N. Keogan, Grady, N. Mra 5 

710 — M. Klanduck, DorriiTille. Ill 12 

450— John C. Klapp, Crockton, Cal 20 

235 — D. Klimel, Racine, Wise 10 

4$6 — J. D. Knowlton, ' Ashtabula, 0 5 

7C8— Anna Kracata, S. Boston, Mass 6 

85— T. Kosti, Chicago, 111. 41V; 

35— T. Kosti, Chicag-o, 111 3 

3»t>— John F. Kramer, Elkhart Lake 11 

306 — G. A. Lehman, Savanna, III 15 

185— J. Levison, Philadelphia, Pa 5 

140— J. Liepold, New York, N. Y. 16 

683— R. A. Lines, Springfield, Mo 9 

209— R. A. Lives, Springfield, Mo 31 

675 — L. Larson, Mullan, Idaho 26 

500— O. D. Lattman, Chicago. I'l 3 

938— Geo. B. Lanb, Grldley, Cal 10 

464— W. E. Market, oYrk, Nebr 10 

873— Chas. E. Martin, Plattsmouth, Nebr.. 17 

860— A. T. Mason, Utica, N. Y 11 

258— A. Mattson, Seattle, Wash. 8 

549 — R. A. Maurer, Campchase, O « 

600— W. G. Mentser, Duqucsuo, Pa 23 

784— A. W. Meserwey, Westport, Wash 12 

3— Bruno Meyer, Detroit, Mich 22 

248 — John Mickelson, Jamestown, N. Dak... 20 
648 — J. A. Mclntyre, Tarenlnm, Pa 5 

767— M. S. McGlynn, Burke, Idaho 23 

547— G. E. McNabb, Lansing, Mich 13 

501 — F. McHenry, Los Angeles, Cal 41 

783— M. A. Nagy, Aliquippa, Pa 11 

271— L. Niemela. Wilkeson. Wash 13 

672— Mrs. C. F. Noyes, Weiser, Idaho 2 

573— S. S. Osasto, Cloquef, Minn 62 

(Five Dollar Gold Piece.) 

706 — Chris. Peterson, Glencoe, Minn 4 

624— J. P. Peterson, Lake Mills, Iowa... 21 
702— Frank Peterson, New Britain, Conn. 43 

468— vl. A. PhUips, St. Louis. Mo 45 

685— K. Pittner, West View, Ptg., Pa. ..20 

483— J. F. Potts, Elkins, W. Va. 1* 

653— J. E. Pope, Biwabik, Minn 19 

276— J. J. Prucha, Syracuse, N. Y 6 

567 — Mrs. H. Rickets, Spokane, Wash 8 

582 — Chas. Rieschell, Maywood, N. J 5 

602 — L. F. Rigby, Saratoga, Tex 3 

719 — Owen J. Ritchy, Everett, Pa 3 

267 — Chas. E. Robinson, Lehi, Utah 22 

415— Peter F. Robertson, Yuma, Aril 42 

171— C. E. Robinson, Lehi, Utah 14 

510— F. P. Rice, Meadville, Pa 15 

850— J. R. Rishardson, Springfield, Mo 7 

482 — Emit Rocylen, New Decatnr, Ala.... 24 

786 — S. Roden, Stelton, Pa 40 

766— W. J. Rogers, Battle Creek, Mich 20 

645 — August Roll, Los Angeles, Cal 5 

61 — F. R. Ross, New Kensington, Pa 26 

401— Geo. Rosengren, Marshalltown, Iowa. .47 

884 — H. Alpern, Pittsburgh, Pa 41 

187— H. Ahaus, Charlotte, N. C 44 

33—1. Bailin, National Office 10 

915— H. E. Ballard, Los Angeles, Cal 4 

299— E. W. Bauer, Tulsa, Okla 5 

893— E. L. Bentley, Ontario, Cal 16 

936— J. O. Begheim, Minot, N. Dak 5 

825 — A. Bleistein, Indianapolis, Ind 24 

400— J. T. Brillhart, Oman*, Nebr. 4? 

180 — E. Brodsky, Maspetti, L. 1 5 

186— E. Brodsky, Maspetti. L. I 5 

31— J. A. Balin, National Office 10 

113— J. A. Challstrom, Mt Jewett, Pa 11 

453— J. A. Collier, Pearl City, Til 1 

768 — H. C. Campbell, Buffalo, N. Y 6 

642— F. C. Chrlstenson, Sandy, Utah 11 

122— J. E. Comrad, Ansted, Va 5 

181 — * . J. Conarty, Huntington, Ind 22 



CLOSE UP THE RANKS! 

By ALLAN L. BENSON. 

N 9 TE lr~ A8 t* 18 issue of The American Socialist was going to 
press the following telegram to the newly elected national secretary of 
the party, Adolph Germer, was received from Allan L. Benson, the party 
candidate for president. Benson has just returned to New York after 
attending both the old party conventions at Chicago and St. Louis. 
In this telegram he voices the enthusiasm inspired by the opportunities 
confronting the Socialist Party this year. The telegram is as follows: 

A3 YOU are aware, it was decided by the National Executive 
Committee that, beginning Sept. 1, 1 should speak/every other 
week-day evening until election day. 

This arrangement, which was made at my request, was 
made to enable me to continue my regular work of writing, and 
also to enable me to write the series of weekly leaflets based upon 
live political developments that I proposed for the last ten weeks 
of the campaign. May I ask you to double the number of speaking 
engagements that it was decided I should fill? In other words, let 
me speak six evenings each week instead of three, beginning 
Sept. 1. 

I am moved to make this request because of a tremendously 
successful meeting that was held by the Socialists of New York 
in Carnegie Hall last evening. On forty-eight hours notice the 
largest hall in New York was packed to the doors. The subject 
under particular consideration was the danger of war with Mexico, 
and what, If anything, we could do to avert it, but the meeting 
was also held to mark the opening of the 1916 campaign in New 
York. 

* » * * 

ENORMOUS ENERGY IN PARTY. 

1 DO not know precisely what effect the meeting had upon 
other comrades they can speak best for themselves, but I know 
it had a tremendous effect upon me. It proved to me beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, first, that there is in the Socialist Party 
enormous energy that needs but a touch to put it into action and, 
second, that, outside of the Party there are pent up desires to 
which only the Socialist Party can give expression. 

In these circumstances I can do no less than to give myself 
unreservedly to this campaign. I had always believed that my 
regular work of writing was all that I could do, yet I planned to 
make thirty speeches during the campaign and in addition, write 
ten weekly leaflets for the party. 

The enthusiasm of the New York comrades at the Carnegie 
Hall meeting moves me to take off all brakes and put on all steam. 
The crisis is such that I had hoped never to see, but just in pro- 
portion to its gravity is our opportunity. 

Our political enemies have marked out our way for us, let us 
go down the line like a Transcontinental Limited making up lost 
time. Ali the circumstances are favorable to the performance of 
our task. 

It is in our power this year profoundly to impress the political 
consciousness to the people of the United States. We can do it. 
We must do it. We shall do it. 

* * * * 

ALL COMRADES WILL HELP. 

AS ONE speaker, I hope to be able to reach hundreds of 
thousands with my voice. I know that the comrades will enable 
me to reach many millions more by subscribing for and circulating 
the series of live political leaflets that I am to write and the Party 
is to publish. 

They will be written each week on the most favorable politi- 
cal development of that week, telegraphed to the National Office 
and shipped within a few hours. Each week I shall look for the 
sentence or phrase uttered by Mr. Wilson or Mr. Hughes that 
seems to give us the best opening to land a body blow and I shall 
try to iand it. 

Close up the ranks! We are going to move this year in 
earnestness and devotion. We are going to prove ourselves worthy 
of our great leader of other years, Eugene V. Debs. 

Upon the foundations that he wrought so mightily to lay, we 
shall this year begin to rear the edifice of a dominant, militant 
Socialist party. 

Never again, after next election day, shall anybodv have 
reason to ignore the fact that the Socialist Party of the United 
States is a political force that must be. reckoned with. 



532— M. Conbon, Derby, Conn.. 10 

533— Mrs. C. C. Cook, Los Angeles 26 

2— A. Dreituss, National Office 14 

611— D. B. Dale, Wise. Va 26 

983 — Mrs. R. Dear, W. Hartford, Conn.. ..12 
934 — Mrs. H. Dear, W. Hartford, Conn.. . .25 

800 — Henry Dubb, Trenton, N. J 1 

283 — H. S. Edgerly, Schenectady, N. Y SI 

814— Gilbert Elltngson, Fairdale 1« 

158— Mrs. M. Elsila, Daggett. Mich 7 

256 — A. Ertnold. Pekin, III 23 

635 — John Evsheck, E. Youngttown, O. . . . . 1 

217— C. F. Fields, Caldwell, Ida 15 

837— Max Fischer, Santa Roca. Cal 10 

111— J. Fisher, Niagara Falls, N. Y 4 

215— John Fraill, Perth Ambo7, N. J 15 

615— C. K. Fanderka, Salt Lake City 8 

511 — Simon Ferguson, Billings, Mont. 12 

175— C. F. Field, Caldwell, Idhao 6 

790 — N. A. Gaarde, Lyons, Iowa 10 

708— Adolph Germer, Ma. Olive, III 26 

324— Max Claser, Loveland, Colo 3 

381 — John Grass, Guttenberg, N. J 47 

031— Jas. Greese, Helen, Pa.... 18 

182— Jas. Greece, Helen, Pa 28 

604— J. E. Green, St, Leuis, Mo 7 

637— J. M. Greene, Dorchester, Mass. 9 

808— N. W. Griffith, Weaubleeu, Mo 31 

451— August Hedin, Reaeau, Minn 26% 

323 — Anna E. Henri, Cincinnati, 0 11 

714 — f. W. Henyia, Richmond, Va. 3 

417— Mrs. A. Herman, Chicago, 111 23 

834— A. Haff. Hasten, Pa.. 49 

58— H. Hamilton, Erie, Pa. ....88 

68— H. Hammer, Menoatnie, Wise 27 



88 — Isabel Harrington, Jamestown 2 

257 — Ingmar M. Iverson, Madison, S. Dak.. 18 

119 — H. Johnson, Irwin, Pa 12 

378— M. Jopling, San Bernardino, Cal 1 

173— S. Kellogg, Alameda, Cal „. 4 

131 — I. Kerber, Homestead, Pa 14 



Total amount in 117 banks 8193.60 

Average per bank 1.65 



The fiction that the man of the 
family supports the family has been 
exploded . by a recent investigation. 
Those in control of industry will not 
permit it ,Ohly 19 out of every 100 
workers are* able under the present 
private control of industry to support 
families outipf their own work., Let 
us by all means have bigger families 
and make the workers still moro 
helpless. 

The opponents of socialism 1 , c harp 
on the tenderly of socialism td-tfeistroy 
religion. The foapitalists wantf'you to 
keep on laying up for yourselves 
treasures iniheaven— they'll talgf care 
*{£ the treasirirwi earth! 



WAR 

By JAMES RUSSEL LOWELL. 
Es for war, I call it murder. 

There you have it plain and Oat, 
I don't want to go no furder 

Than my testament for that. 

God has said so plump and fairly. 
It's as long as it is broad. 

And you're got to git up airly 
If you want to take in God. 

'Taint your eppylets an' feathers, 
Make the thing a grain more right, 

'Taint a follering your bell-wethers 
Will excuse ye In His sight. 

What's the use o' meetln' goin' 
Every 8abbath, wet or dry, 

Ef it's right to go a mowin' 
Feller men like oats and rye? 

I dunno but what it's pooty, 

Trainin' round in bob-tail coats. 

But It's curious Christian ilooty 
This 'ere cuttin' folks' throats. 

Ef you take a sword and draw It 
And go stick a feller thru, 

Government aint' to answer for it, 
God will send the bill to you. 



The Place To Get It 



(Special Correspondence.) 

WASHINGTON.— Facts for So- 
cialist soap-boxers, facts for 
political campaigns, and facts 
for anyone who wants facts about 
the records of politicians at Wash- 
ington, can be had at less than the 
cost of securing them. The National 
Voters' League, Woodward Bldg., 
Washington, D. C, is going to supply 
these facts. And it is going to supply 
them in a perfectly disinterested, 
non-partisan and matter-of-fact sort 
of way. 

The Voters' League is not blowing 
its own horn, and therefore it is 
necessary^ that some should blow its 
horn for it. It is an organization the 
leading spirit of which is that well- 
known Minnesota radical, Lynn 
Haines. It has been in existence sev- 
eral years, and is now in a position 
to speak with authority about things 
at the Capital. Haines issues a 
monthly bulletin called "The Search- 
light on Congress", and this bulletin 
contains dynamite about the boss 
system which prevails in the House, 
about the petty and other graft of 
the legislators, and about the way 
legislators legislate and fail to legis- 
late for the people. You can trust the 
facts in this bulletin, for Haines has 
no other interest to serve than to 
serve the public and hold his job— 
which he can only hold by serving 
the public. 

Socialists and labor people in gen- 
eral can do no better than to paste 
this item in their notebooks and learn 
to use the National Voters' League. 
Suppose you want to know the real 
record of your Congressman or 
Senator, or suppose you want to 
know what Congress did and did not 
do during the last few months, where 
would you turn? In reality there is 
nowhere to turn ' except to the Vot- 
ers' League, which is in embryo a 
citizens' league based on the prin- 
ciple that if the people know the 
truth and act on their knowledge, 
the people shall be free. 



A SOCIALIST 



By ELLA WHEELER WILCOX. 
Who is a Socialist? It is a man 
Who strives to formulate or aid a plan 
T(. better earth's conditions. It is he 
Who, having ears to hear and eyes to see. 
Is neither deaf nor blind when might, rough- 
shod, 

Treads down the privileges and right which 
God 

Means for all men, the privilege to toil. 
To breathe pure air; to till the fertile soil — 
The right to live, to love, to woo, to wed 
And earn for hungry mouths their meed of 
bread, 

The Socialist is he who claims no more 
Than his own share from generous nature's 

store. 

But THAT he asks, and asks, too that no 
other 

Shall claim the share of any weaker brother. 
And brand him beggar In his own domain 
To glut a mad. Inordinate lust for gain. 
The Socialist is one who holds the best 
Of all God's gifts is toil, the second rest. 
He asks that all men learn the sweets ef 
labor, 

A nd that no idler fatten on his neighbor 
That all men be allowed their share of leisure, 
Nor ' thousands slave that one many seek his 
pleasure. 

Who on the Golden Rule uhall dare Insist — 
Behold in him the modern Socialist. 



Oklahoma Socialists have learned 

the value of printers' ink. The State 
officials are inserting advertisements 
in newspapers showing voters how to 
smash the unfair election law that, 
comes up in a Statu referendum n«x# 
fall. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organisation — Education — Solidarity. ^ 

WILLIAM V. KRUSB ... Director 

To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept* 
•03 W. Madisen St., Chicago. 

' ~ GENERAL^A^VmiiC 
Detroit, Mich., is conducting a course of 
scientific lectures that is arousing widespread 
interest. Some of the titles are, "Chemistry", 
"Aeroplane Construction", and "What a young 
man should know". They are not slow when 
it comes to social work either, an entertain- 
ment program follows every business session 
which is limited as to time. At their recent 
outing to Belle Isle they had a baseball game 
in which both boys and girls participated. 
Our correspondent says that the girls made 
some good hits, but fails to state whether 
it was the ball or the ball-player that was 
used in the operation. 

Chicago, 111., is coming to the front now. 
Seven leagues, are united a city movement 
and they are making things hum. Their meet- 
ing on the lecture tour was a great success, 
and they are now planning a big picnic for 
the summer and a gigantic masque carnival 
for the fall. Fifteen thousand pluggers for 
the former affair were distributed in one day. 
Decoration of the Convention Hall for the 
S. P. State Convention was left entirely in 
their hands, as was also complete arrange- 
ment for the dance at the Presidential Cam- 
paign picnic. They are on the map, now 
watch them grow. 

Bronx, No. 1, has 196 members at this time, 
and a treasury of $120. Half of this was net- 
ted at their recent ball, and they are working 
their heads off to keep up their splendid 
record. 

THIS EDITION. 
The few advance orders received to date are 
given below. They are nothing near as large 
as they should be, but they are a beginning 
anyway. You folks who see this paper will 
realize that you should do your share to 
distribute it among the young people. It is 
not too late to send in your orders even 
now. Get busy and Bee what can be done, 
the prices are 50c per 100 in bundle lots, 
75c Bent by mail to 100 names. This applies 
only to the National Edition. Orders thus far 
received are listed below. 

Chicago, 111 8100 

Cleveland, 0 1000 

Detroit, Mich 1000 

KenoBha, Wise 1000 

New York City 1000 

Paterson, N. J 600 

Camden, N. J 600 

Colorado Springs, Col 400 

Syracuse, N. Y 400 

New Haven, Conn 400 

Rochester, N. Y 40U 

Minnaapolis, Minn 800 

Hartford, Conn 200 

Port Angeles, Wash ,200 

Koko/no. Ind '200 

Rock Island, 111 200 

Peoria, 111 200 

Philadelphia, Pa 100 

Newark. N. J 100 

Evie, Pa 100 

Fort Wayne, Ind 100 

Washington, D. C IOjO 

Hubbard, O. 100 

Oakland, Cal 100 

Lawrence, Mass 100 

York, Pa 100 

12,000 

Additional orders Bhould be sent to the 
special Young People's Edition, American 
Socialist. 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, II'.. 

As this notice is being read there will be 
many celebrations and other observances of 
the American Young Socialist's Day thruont 
this country. There are too many meetings 
and affairs for each to receive special men- 
tion here, but the thought that all over the 
country countless young people arc doing 
just as you are doing ought to be of great 
cheer to our members. The next effort along 
this line will be the International Young So- 
cialist Peaco Day to be observed Sunday, 
Sept. 3, all over the world. Get busy on this 
and otart to make your programs now. 

N. Y. STATE CONVENTION. 

At Syracuse, July, 1, 2, and 8, the annu /•' 
State Convention will be held. There will be 
about 35 delegates, some of them travelling 
250 miles, and at least 200 visitors. Program 
is as follows: 

July 1st, reception of delegates and register- 
ing at headquarters, 124 E. Genesee St. 
7:00 p.m. sharji Convention Banquet at the 
Empire Hotel. 

July 2nd, 9:80 a.m., opening sesion. Em- 
pire Hotel. 12:30 p.m. taking of pictures. 
2 :00 p.m. afternoon session. 3 :30 p.m. base- 
ball game at Schiller Park between the Syra- 
cuse "Yipsel-Reds" and the visiting leagues. 
7:30 p.m. Lawn Social at 639 Wadsworth St. 

July 3rd, 9:00 a.m., regular business ses- 
sion. 7 :30 p.m., big Y. P. S. L. "Anti-Pre- 
parednes" parade. 

JoinIeY.P.S,L 



ENCOURAGE THE YOUTH. 

It would be difficult to do too much 
to encourage the organization of 
young Socialists. It is they who are 
coming into the fight; to keep the 
fight hot. It is they who are bringing 
new ideas, new courage, new spirit, 
into the ranks. 

The organization of young social- 
ists is national in scope. It is grow- 
ing constantly and often in the face- 
of lagging interest on the part of 
the seniors. There is, we all know, an 
enthusiasm in young people that 
nothing but long years of battering 
can dampen. So they go on building 
up their organization, fighting the 
good fight, and getting the training 
and the knowledge that fits them as 
nothing else can well do for the fight 
that comes when they are able to 
take their real place in the class 
struggle. 

Let us watch carefully over this or- 
ganization of young people. It is the 
richest bank account we have. It is 
the greatest source of strength we 
could ask for. Let us give them our 
hand when they need it; let us give 
them our counsel when they ask it; 
let us give them our comradeship al- 
ways. — NEW YORK CALL. 
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amostooneed' _ 

TTJST take s postalor scrap of paper and 
•» write the word "Why?" on it with your 
name and address and I will mail yon this book. 

Lively as a joke book. Sensible as the diction- 
ary. Learn more about engints in 10 mlmrtfS 
than some men lean in a lifetime. The supply 
is limited so write quick.— ED. H. WITTS, 

WITTB BNQINB WORKS. 

3367 Oakland Avenue, . Kansas CNy, Mo. 
3267 Umpire Bldg., • Pittsburgh, Pa. 



A SIX WEEKS' COURSE IN 
THE SCIENCE OF EDUCATION 
APPLIED TO THE CLASS STRUGGLB 

Written for the busy worker. Shows Hon 
To Multiply Your Power— How To Mastei 
Knowledge — and How To Use It in Ending 
Wage Slavery — for Yourself and Your Class 

"Knowledge — Our Greatest Lever of Power.* 
Send for Free Booklet. Address 
F. 8. HANNEN, M.D., MT. AUBURN, IOWA/ 
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FREE TO S. P. LOCALS OR COM- 
RADES; a 1916 5-Pass. Ford Touring 
Car for 700 subs, to largest illustrated 
socialist magazine; $1.00 a year. 
Write for samples and information, 

CHAS. H. KERR & CO., 
347 E. Ohio St. Chicago, I1L 



How the Farmer Can Gat HIS B &.£V 

Best campaign book showing what SOCIALISM will do 
for the FARMER. 10c each, T2e a dosen postpaidT 
Charles H. Kerr * Co., 347 g. Ohio St., tTnlnajj 



ARE YOU AN AGNOSTIC? 

Better send 50 cts for one year subscription; 
to one of the hottest papers in the Universe, 
Sample copies 10 cts. 

THE CRUCIBLE, 

G. 1330 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE, WASH. 

REGISTERED 

AtRDALE PUPS and DOGS. 

Comrades, you need one. Mention 

The American Socialist. 
Comrade Airedales, Pasco, Wash. 
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Benson and Kirkpatrick Stickers, 10a. 
Liberty Co. Sta. D, Box 4, Cleveland, O. 



THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN IRELAND 

Comrade Cornelius Lehane, survivor of the original band of socialist pioneers in 
Ireland, colleague of James Connolly, the socialist-veteran, has written a booklet entitled : 

"THE IRISH REPUBLIC" 

This remarkable pamphlet compares the Dublin Revolution with the Commune of 
Paris, examines the extraordinary rise of the Irish working-class movement, the in- 
dustrial union of Ireland, the formation of the Irish Citizen Army (first labor army in 
the world) ; describes Liberty Hall, cradle of Irish freedom, headquarters of the 
Transport Union and revolutionary labor : explains the real meaning of the Irish 
Revolution and the battle of Dublin. New facts. A startling document. Illustrated with 
portrait* of Connolly, Skeffington and the Countess .le Markievicz. 

Send 12 cents in stamps for specimen copy to 

CORNELIUS LEHANE --- ANSONIA, CONN. 
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THE YOUNG P EOPLE'S INTERNATIONAL 

By LUDWIG LORE. 

ALMOST THE only redeeming feature in the whole European war has 
been the bravely maintained international position of the Socialist 
Women's and Young People's movements. While the Social Democratic 
barties of most of the belligerent countries went into patriotic hysterics, 
they alone remained true to their colors. 

The history of the war and its incidents has yet to be written. The cen- 
sors' restrictions and the difficulty of maintaining relations between the na- 
tional Socialist organizations makes it difficult to tell what has really taken 

Jilace in the European sociaHst movement. But this much we have learned 
rom the scant news that reaches us: that the seed sown in the young So- 
cialist movement has gone up and has ripened into the finest fruit of 
proletarian solidarity and revolutionary courage. 

* * * * 

IN GERMANY, from the start, opposition to the war and to the policy 
bf the official Social Democratic Party was strongest in the ranks of the young 
people who tried everything in their power to stem the tide of social- 

Eatriotism, and supported the then very small minorities which were striv- 
lg to uphold the class struggle-policies under the greatest difficulties. It 
was they who rallied to the assistance of Comrade Karl Liebknecht in Berlin, 
Hamburg, Leipzig, Braunschweig and in the great industrial districts of the 
Rheinland, they who first collected money to finance the party opposition, 
they who declared themselves openly for the old, traditional policy of the 
International Socialist movement. The Government showed its appreciation 
of this brave stand by arresting many young people, many hundreds of them 
as was reliably stated a few weeks ago, in different parts of the country 
and suppressing their organizations. This met with the approval of a number 
of the party organizations. In Hamburg, for instance, the local party or- 
ganization refused to continue the financial support that had been given to 
its strong young people's organization and finally .barred them from the 
*Gewerkschaftshaus". 

In Austria the same general conditions existed. Under the leadership 
bf the splendid Dr. Dannenberg the young Socialists formed practically the 
fractals of the party minority, and the few isolated signs of real revolutionary 
life in the Austrian movement — aside from the illustrious circle of writers, 
among them Friedrich Adler, Dr. Hilferding and others, who upheld the In- 
ternational ideal in the Austrian Marxian monthly organ "Der Kampf" — 
Jwere due to their influence. 

In England and Italy, where the Socialist movement stood by its colors, 
with the exception of the small but noisy Hyndman-Blatchford group, the 
young Socialist group proved the most valiant fighters for our cause. The 
anti-war mass-demonstrations arranged by the young Socialist organizations 
of Italy brought about the arrest of more than 500 comrades, of whom more 
than 100 were forcibly put into the army in spite of the fact that they had 
not reached the prescribed military age. In England they fought against 
conscription and suffered the most outrageous mistreatment by their "dem- 
ocratic" government for their refusal to enlist, or to help in any way to 
Carry on this capitalist war. 

* * * * 

BUT NOT o^ly in the belligerent nations did the deeds of our young 
comrades manifest an intense spirit of international solidarity. In most of 
the neutral countries there were just as valiant fighters among the young 
Socialists. In Sweden, where strong influences are at work to draw the coun- 
try into the European turmoil, a strong opposition led by Comrades Hoglund, 
Oljelung, Heden and others laid bare the whole scheme and created such 
a strong sentiment against war and against the "defense" policy, that the 
government tried forcibly to suppress it by throwing Hoglund and a few of 
the other leaders of the "rebellion" into jail, for 2 and 3 years under the 
ridiculous charge of high treason! 

Switzerland, with its fine and well organized young people's movement, 
the seat of the Y. P. S. International showed itself as worthy of its tradi- 
tions. Its young people led the way for the coming of the Zimmerwald In- 
ternational, which was prepared and propagated first and most strongly by 
their organizations. That the International Bureau of the Y. S. at Bern 
started to publish the "Jugend-Internationale" just at this most critical time 

must be considered as one of the greatest achievements of these trying times. 

* * * * 

THE MORAL for the American young people is plain. We must build 
up a movement that is not only strongly organized but also well fortified. 
Fortified with real Socialist thought and principle, with the recognition of 
the ever present class-struggle in capitalist society and the necessity for the 
solidarity of the working class of the world at all times and under all 
circumstances. 

No false theory of national defense, no support of any kind of military 
preparedness, that must be the slogan of the young people of the American 
Socialist movement. 



Treason may be the charge lodged 

against Harry Rice, Socialist, arrest- 
ed at recruiting headquarters, St. 
Paul, Minn., while distributing pam- 
phlets, stating being a soldier is the 
lowest ideal of life. He wil be turned 
ever to military authorities. 



DO YOU WANT THE 
TWICE - A-MONTH 
SUPPLEMENT? 



AS A result of the motion just 
passed by the national com- 
mittee, the official business, 
open forum and other features of 
The American Socialist of interest 
exclusively to party members will 
be published in a twice-a-month 
supplement. The first supplement 
will appear with the July First 
issue. The supplement will there- 
after appear in the first and ^lird 
issue of The American Socialist 
each month. The subscription price 
of this supplement is one cent a 
month or 10 cents a year in addi- 
tion to the subscription price of 
The American Socialist. In other 
words, the subscription price of the 
paper, with the supplement, will 
be SO cents for six months, 35 cents 
for 40 weeks (in clubs of four or 
more) and 60 cents for one year. 
In order to get the supplement with 
your paper, if your sub has not ex- 
pired, send in one cent for each 
month (in stamps is the best way) 
for the period that your sub has 
yet to run. Send all orders' to The 
American Socialist, 803 W. Madi- 
son St., Chicago. 



Socialist doily 

Basis And Form Proposed To 

The Socialist Party 
By The Socialist Labor Party 

The question of Unity is now be- 
fore the membership of the two par- 
ties, and in all probability a confer- 
ence will take place in which this 
question will be discussed very thoro- 
ly. The Socialist Labor Party in a 
leaflet has outlined the minimum of 
conditions for unity. Every member 
of the Socialist Party, or at least 
every one of the 20,000 who voted 
for a Unity Conference, should read 
this statement, and circulate it among 
fellow members. A bundle of 100 will 
be sent everywhere in United States 
and Canada for 25c postage prepaid. 

S. L. P. PLATFORM 
With Resolution On Economic Or- 
ganization, 
and other resolutions adopted at Na- 
tional Convention, April 30, 1916, 
should also be read by every member 
of the Socialist Party. Price as above. 
Send orders to the literature agency 
of the Socialist Labor Party, the 

New York Labor News Company 

45 ROSE, ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fighting for Socialism they do not have 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. 



MONDAY, JUNE 19. 

Reported from Washington that U. S. fleets 
will blockade all Mexican ports; Carranza 
reiterates declaration any movement of Amer- 
ican troops, except to northward, would be 
considered hostile. 

London hears 80,000 Austrian* nearly 
trapped by Russians; French claim Germans 
have lost 415,000 men before Verdun. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 20. 

President Wilson makes demand for two 
dreadnoughts and six battle cruisers; bigger 
battleship building program than congress is 
now planning. 

Rockefeller protest against high assessment 
put en estate at Tarrytown, N. V. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21. 

American and Mexican soldiers reported to 
have clashed near Carrizal; many declared 
dead on both sides. 

Total gifts to Yale University during past 
year amount to $1,700,000. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 23. 

House of representatives grants use of all 
state troops as federal soldiers and provides 
$1,000,000 to care for families of guardsmen. 
Secretary of War Baker orders all available 
militia to border without waiting for com- 
plete mobilisation. 

Germans in terrific attack reach village 
only three and one-half miles from Verdun 
proper; Russians pierce Austrian line in 
Bukowina and capture three more towns; 
Venice raided by Austrian aeroplanes and 
bombs kill six persons. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24. 

Turks capture Russian mountain trenches 
north of Chorokh river and take 500 prisoners; 
French recapture positions which were taken 
by Germans northeast of Verdun. 

Pres. Wilson demands Mexican free men 
captured at Carrizal; six Latin American 
nations join in move to avert war between 
United States and Mexico. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

Pres. Wilson sends ultimatum to Carranza 
demanding to know Mexican intentions in 
present crisis. 

Twenty persons injured in election riots at 
Panama. 



SOCIALISM AND THE CHILD. 

The work of reaching the younger 
generation with the Socialist message 
is obviously one of the most important 
activities that can engage the at- 
tention and watchful care of the 
modern Socialist movement. Not only 
because we recognize that the younger 
folk will have an important part to 
play in the work of social recon- 
struction, but also for the further 
reason that the child mind should be 
rescued from those institutions in 
modern society whose chief work it i3 
to debauch the undefended mind with 
adulterated ethical and sociological 
concepts that largely unfit it for use- 
ful social service at a later time. The 
work of instruction upon Socialist 
lines is frequently a matter of great 
difficulty. In all Sunday school work 
there are at least two requisites, viz., 



suitable teachers and suitable liter- 
ature for instrucion. 

It is obviously futile to expect satis- 
factory results where teachers have 
really no competency for the work. 
It is not merely enthusiastic com- 
rades that are required but comrades 
with a knowledge of child psychology 
and that peculiar aptitude for im- 
parting knowledge, an aptitude that 
is by no means possessed by all. 

And then there is that other 
question, that of literature. A knowl- 
edge of Socialist economics is doubt- 
less a very necessary and desirable 
thing, but we can hardly expect a 
child of eight or ten to wax wildly 
enthusiastic over the theory of value 
or to take a burning interest in the 
part played in history by the econ- 
omic factor; we must have some re- 
gard to proportion in these things. 
Upon the ethical question, the quest- 
ion of suitable literature is also, of 
course, of the highest importance. I 
do not know anything better as 
ethical manuals for children than 
Gould's "Moral Lessons for the 
Young". 

I have not seen this work for sale 
since I have been visiting the United 
States but I doubt not that it is pro- 
curable. 

In Melbourne, Australia, they have 
had in existence for some years a 
very admirable Sunday school that 
is attended by a very large number of 
scholars. The success that has at- 
tended the efforts of the teachers has 
resulted, I think, from the adoption 
by them of just the two things that 
I have already referred to — literature 
and subjects to be discussed in keep- 
ing with the ages of the children 
taught and some knowledge of the art 
of imparting knowledge to the young 
on the part of the instructors. 

The Young People's Socialist 
League and its work has interested 
me very much during my ptay in this 
country. It is indicative of the fact 
that here is an increasing recognition 
of the fact that we can only neglect 
the young people at our peril. Noth- 
ing can save society from the present 
economic and ethical chaos but So- 
cialism and the hope of Socialism's 
final triumph is to be found in the 
children romping around us. — H. 
SCOTT BENNETT. 



Young People's 
Movement Abroad 

From "THE ELORE" 
Hungarian Socialist Daily. 

The oldest and most successful 
Socialist young people's organisation 
is that of Austria. It consists of 200 
circles with a membership of 10,000. 

The Bohemians constitute the 
strongest group within the league. 
Their program includes the training 
and protection of the young workers, 
trade school and apprenticeship re- 
forms, and other important problems 
affecting the young people's organiza- 
tion. 

The movement in Germany is more 
the product of modern times. Other 
obstacles presented themselves here 
to the normal development of the 
young people's organizations, mo&t 
important of which was the govern- 
mental opposition. During the time 
of the "Socialist Exception Laws" ab- 
solutely no mention could be made of 
a young people's league, and even 
after the ban was lifted officially the 
young workers still found themselves 
greatly hampered by police interfer- 
ence. The authorities, while using 
every means within their power to 
cripple the workers' organizations, 
did their utmost to aid and en- 
courage the formation of "good" 
bourgeoise young people's socie- 
ties with their self-confessed pur- 
pose of lulling the workers in- 
to a condition of .stupid content- 
ment. In this way it was hoped to 
keep the youth of the nation away 
from the influence of the Socialists. 
The State's bogey, with all its power, 
failed in its efforts, and in spite of 
all artificial obstacles, the young so- 
cialist organizations reached a posi- 
tion of prosperity. 

Organizations Combine. 

The organization there dates back 
actually to 1906 when three organiza- 
tions then in existnee, with 1,410 
members, combined. After a few 
years of experimentation the party 
executive and the central body of 
the unions founded the present central 
organization of the young workers. 
Their paper "Arbeiter Jugend" is 
now read in 500 cities and has a cir- 
culation of 80,000. There are 500 
circles in the country and their work 
is very effective. In 1011 there were 
5,174 affairs held. Included in this 
central organization are also young 
peoples' societies formed by individual 
crafts and trades. Leadership is gen- 
erally in the hands of older comrades, 
chosen generally for their fitness and 
ability by the local union committee, 
and whose efforts are directed toward 
the training and education of the 
young workers in their charge. 

Of greatest help in organizing the 
young is the "Federation of German 
Sport Societies", with a membership 
of 120,000, largely recruited from 
among the youth. The whole-hearted 
enjoyment of sport prevents the work- 
ers from indulging in useless, thrashy, 
forms of other entertainment, and be- 
sides cultivates in him the desire for 
the development of his body. 
Desire Physical Development. 

The desire for physical development 
then serves to pave the way for in- 
tellectual development as well. It is 
undeniable that this sport society 
exercises great influence in winning 
over the youth, and the constant in- 
tercourse with the organized workers 
that it brings to the youth serves to 
awaken in his breast the feeling of 
class solidarity, and the spirit of or- 
ganization. 

Switzerland and Sweden both have 
strong organizations, the organ of 
the latter having a circulation of 
50,000. Great quantities of young So- 
cialist literature is scattered broad- 
cast, and splendid capability is shown 
in the work. The same is true to a 
greater or less extent of all Europe 
and of the United States. 



The International Socialist Bureau 
announces that the Socialist peace 
conference, previously fixed for June 
26, has been postponed until July 31. 
Morris Hillquit of New York, inter- 
national secretary of the Socialist 
party of the United States, is the 
delegate from this country. 



Beware! Old Political Party 
Promises Are Treacherous 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 
NOTE. — This article shows you how our Washington correspon- 
deht- sizes up the republican and democratic candidates and the platform 
promises of these two old, and outworn nolitical parties. We venture to 
predict that the majority of the two millions of votes that will be cast 
for. the Socialist Party this fall will come from the young voters. 

* * * * 

WASHINGTON.— Charles Evans Hughes, candidate of leactionary big 
business, is making New York and Wall Street his political capital 
for this campaign. Hughes beat it up to New York the day after his 
long expected nomination to find out what "they" would do for him there, 
and, accompanied by a big whiskered detective who is to look out for bombs 
and assassins, Hughes returned to his home here only to go back for good 
to the real center of the Republican financial interests. 

The campaign for the presidential election is now in full force. Both 
old parties have finished their conventions and drawn up their platforms 
and are now going about the business of enticing votes. Most shrewd ob- 
servers here believe that Wilson has the head start of Hughes, for the 
Democratic platform talks about economic freedom, private monopoly, and 
the rest of it, and makes a strong' bid for the support of labor. The Re- 
publicans have forgotten all about labor and social and industrial justice, 
and are making their drive straight for the big moneyed interests, who, in 
the last analysis, control things. 

* * * * 

LABOR PLANKS CLEVER AND TREACHEROUS. 

MOST CLEVER and treacherous are the Democratic labor planks, and 
were it not such a serious matter, they would be a joke. They say that the 
Democrats have lifted labor from the category of commodities, and have 
protected the workingman against unwarranted injunctions. They uphold 
the Seamen's act and favor the passage of safety legislation, and other minor 
matters not at all affecting the wage system. Then they have the face to 
declare that the Federal Government should be a model employer of labor — 
the face, I say, because so far the Wilson administration has done nothing 
to improve the conditions of the worker for the Government. 

The Democratic labor planks are an attempt to nab the Bull Moose and 
Socialist vote and for this reason they should be careful scrutinized. The 
thing for the workingman to look for is not promises, but performances, ar:d 
in the line of performances the Democrats have mr.de a very poor showir.g. 
Their "achievements" for labor have not lightened the burden of labor. They 
have not thrown capital off the back of labor. They have, in certain minor 
respects, improved conditions for certain classes of labor. The Seamen's bill 
was a gain, tho its good effects have been largely nullified by the action of 
Woodrow Wilson's subordinates. The declaration that labor is not a corr>- 
modity may have an unimportant legal significance. The anti-injunction bill 
merely aimed to undo a wrong which had grown up by judicial procedure. 
But — 

When the Democrats promise a living wage for Government employes, 
they ignore the fact that there is pending in the House a bill with this ob- 
ject, which, in all probability, will remain pending indefinitely. When they 
promise a working day not to exceed eight hours (for government employes), 
with one day of rest in seven, they forget that the vast majority of govern- 
ment employes already have this arrangement, and by statute. When they 
urge the adoption of safety appliances for government employes (not for 
all labor), they merely urge what wise capitalists have already effected in 
their factories. When they demand adequate compensation for accidents, 
they overlook the important truth that the Kern-McGillicuddy bill has been 
kicking around in the Democratic Congress for the last three years, with no 
hope, or little, of enactment. When they ask for civil service retirement, they 
do not also state that they have done nothing to accomplish this desirable 
result. 

* * * ♦ 

EMPTY OF HOPE FOR LABOR. 
EXAMINATION demonstrates that the Democratic platform, like that 
on which Hughes is running, is empty of hope for labor. It holds out false 
hope, and recites accomplishments which have not been accomplished and 
which will not be accomplished. And they know it, and the old-fashioned 
politicians, of both parties, are secretly laughing in their sleeves and are 
amusing themselves with the thought that they are "corralling the labor 
vote." 

I pointed out ! ast week that Big Business does not yet know which party 
to support. Both Wilson and Hughes have their backers in the camp of big 
business, but Hughes apparently has the inside track at present, for the 
powerful manufacturing and financial interests of the east are falling into 
line for the gentleman with the whiskers. 

It is not necessarily true that the election will be carried by the can- 
didate of Big Business, tho the lining up of Big Business with an aspirant 
will help him a lot. 

But it is necessarily true that the election will be carried by the can- 
didate of the people, and for this reason it is very, very vital to the nation 
that the people be not deceived into thinking that either Mr. Wilson or Mr. 
Hughes wiU really represent them. 

The Wilson Democratic labor record is a sham and a pretense. The 
Republican labor record is too well known to require elaboration. 

ENOUGH SAID. 



IT ISN'T YOUR LEAGUE— IT'S YOU. 

If you want to belong to the kind of a league 

That's the kind of a league you like, 
Don't go to pack your clothes in a grip 

And start on a long, long hike. 
You'll find elsewhere what you left behind, 

'Cause there's nothing that's really new, 
It's a knock at .yourself when you knock your league — 

For it isn't your league — it's you. 

Real leagues are not made by those afraid 

Lest somebody else gets ahead; 
When everyone works and nobody shirks 

You can raise your league from the dead. 
And if while you make your personal stake 

Your comrade can make one too, 
Yew league will then be what you want it to be, 

For it's never your league — it's you. 



A MEMBER'S DU TY TO THE Y. P. S. L 

NOTE:— The two essays given below are the prize winners in the national essay 
contest recently conducted. Gold and silver medals are awarded and the first prize 
essay is reprinted in the Y. P. S. L. Organization Manual. 



FIRST PRIZE. 
By F. E. Loudy. 

Member, Detroit, Mich.. Y. P. S. L. 

THE Y. P. S. L. is an educational 
organization. It should promote 
Comradeship, teach Socialism, 
and raise the mental standard of its 
members to the highest possible level. 

A member's duty to the league 
should be SERVICE to the organiza- 
tion: service as an officer, a commit- 
teeman, or as a participant upon the 
programs. A member's first duty is 
to educate and train himself, so that 
he may be better equipped to fulfill 
the important obligations that may 
devolve upon him. If a member 
realizes the importance and signi- 
ficance of Socialism, it is his duty to 
give the best there is in him for the 
benefit of this important branch of 
the movement, the Young People's 
Socialist League. 

In order that a clear, definite, So- 
cialist position may be spread among 
the present generation, it is necessary, 
it is the duty,, of every member to in- 
duce his friends to join the organiza- 
tion and thus prepare society for the 
coming revolution. 

From the ranks of the It. P. S. L. 
will come the life-blood tjhat will 
diffuse thru the Socialist movement, 
and give it the necessary stamina that 
is essential for its very existence. 
Therefore it is the duty of every mem- 
ber to study, think, and work, so that 
this movement of the people, by the 
peopleV and for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth. 



You Can Now Learn To 

Speak In Public 




Have you ever reflected, -that the 
great highways now being: promoted 
undersold party rule ane^m; reality 
military roads, designe<^rtbi>facilitato 
the maafung of troops inghUBst the 
workers in case of strike?^- 



SECOND PRIZE. 
By Aug. Marschallsy. 
Member, Rochester, N. V., Y. P. S. L. 

THE FIRST, and probably most 
important duty of every member 
in the League is to help interest 
all outsiders in our "doings" and try 
to get them to join the Organization, 
or in other words, increase the Mem- 
bership; also try to keep all old or 
new members from leaving the League 
by keeping harmony among the mem- 
bers. 

Try to prevent squabbles from aris- 
ing among members, as this often 
divides an Organization into different 
factions and eventually will cause 
friction, and friction spells disaster. 

Keep things going the Right Way, 
and smooth out any of the bumps that 
may arise. 

Don't shirk any little job that may 
be given to you, but do it with a smile. 

Get on a good working Committee 
and push that committee as much as 
possible, for every push made, helps 
to improve the entire League to a 
great extent. 

Attend as many business and educa- 
tional meetings as possible, as well as 
entertainments, and also try to create 
an outside interest in them. 

Members should not lag behind or 
let other members lag behind in their 
Dues, as this is caused by, and causes 
lack of interest. 

And last of all, Every Member 
should be constantly on the lookout 
for some new "stunt" that could be 
used for the Good and Welfare of the 
League. 



Learn to speak forcefully 

and convincingly. The ability 

to speak effectively in public 
and in private means greater in- 
fluence, greater opportunities and 
greater financial returns. Fit 
yourself for leadership. Your 
speech tells what you are. Your place 
among men is decided by what 
you say and how you say ii. 

You can now be- 
come a self - reliant, 

persuasive and impressive 
speaker. The man or woman 
can speak in public wins. 
"Stage fright" and 
embarrassment can 
be easily overcome if 
you know how. If 
your worst fears are 
realized when yon 
are called upon to 
speak, you need 
our 



Effective Public Speaking Course 

It will easily and quickly train you to 



—•peak forcefully In public and In private 
—converse effectively 
—address board meetings 
—sell more goods 
—respond to toasts 



—train your memory 
—enlarge your vocabulary 
—Increase your self-confidence 
—develop a strong personality 
—speak before your club.lodgeor union 



—at any occasion, without awkwardness or embarrassment. 

We Train You By Mail— At Home— In Spare time 

Just fifteen spare minutes daily devoted to our Effective Public Speaking 
Course will train you to speak at dinners or public meetings without resorting to notes— will 

give you a complete command of the 
English language— will teach you to argue 
effectively and convincingly — express your 
thoughts logically and forcefully— give you 
the power to "thmkon your feet" — to 1 say 
your say" in earnest, convincing language. 

This Course is conducted under 
the personal direction and supervision of 
Professor R. E.Pattison Kline, Dean of the 
Public Speaking Department, Columbia 
College of Expression, Chicago, one of the 
foremost authorities on Public Speaking 
and Oratory in the country. 

We have trained hundreds of 

men and women to speak clearly, concisely 
and forcefully. We have made it possible 
for them to increase their earning capacity, 
to become leaders in social and business 
life and we can do this for you — at home 
—doing your spare moments. 



Mr. HaraM A. Hotaw*. a Iwdli 
afolnaa, Iowa, aava: "Your Coon< 

tha baat thai baa baan offarad. I 

aartion without habitation becaaaal am fi 

court., and book. that. haTa baaa pobltahad on 

Mr. a. M. Coaaftt. Aialatout Caahlar, UOrun But. 
Bank, LaGranco, lllinoia. aajra: Not only haa It ccablod 
ma to sneak belora f rianda or atranffcra In a way that ia moat 
mtifyinr to ma, bat it hu halooa ma twnandoaaij in bua- 
inaaa aa wall." 

Mr. H. M. MaOeaaM. SaeraUrr and 'Traaaarar. North 
Amarkan Railway Conatrnction Comnany, Chicago, wrltaa: 
1 hava found roar Effactiva Poolie Spaakinff Coara. 
tntaraatina*. bonaneial and educational and I foal fortunate 
In having the oppertonlty to take advantage of this aplaa* 
did Couree." 

Mr. C.C Haffpaalr. Coraleaaa, T.xaj, atatea: "To my 
mfnd tho EffectiTe Pubue SoeaklneT Cooree la a moot valuable 
training to anyone who dealrea to be able to apeak In public 
without embemeament or •wkwardneea. 



atrong and winning paraonaHtv, 



dionial I SlRltOfl Affar Send the coupon for full particulars of out 
«9|IC«riai kimilCU WIICI special Limited Offer — FREE. This wonderful 



offer is made for advertising purposes and may be withdrawn at any time — so hurryl Mail 
the coupon NOW. Costs you nothing to investigate. Here is your chance to find out how 
you can learn to speak in public even though you never made a speech in your life. 



MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 



Send The Coupon Today 

The coupon brings you fuli partic- 
ulars without cost or obligation of 
any kind. Men who never hoped to 
be able to speak in public are get- 
ting marvelous results from this | 
Course. You can too. Find out ■ 
for yourself. Just clip the coupon I 
and mail it NOW. J 

Public Speaking J 
Department i 

American Correaportdanc* j 
School of Law I 
B 298 Manhattan BulkUnc 
CHICAGO 



ail ■ 
w B 



Public Speaking Department 

American Correspondence School of Law 

B 298 Manhattan Bulldln*. Chicago. 

Gentlemen:— Please send me full particulars of 
your New Effective Public Speaking Course and 
your Special Advertising Offer. I am not obligating 
myself in any way. 



Name.... 



^y^Ctfr State J 



'It Is Impossible for a Man With n 
Good Heart to be Satisfied With 
the World as It Is Now." 



Nebraska Socialists are mourning 
the loss of one of their most active 
comrades, Fred J. Warren, who died 
recently of tuberculosis at Denver. 
dColo. 



By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

When I take into consideration the 
agony of civilized life, the failure, the 
poverty, the anxiety, the tears, th<? 
withered hopes, the bitter realities, 
the hunger, the crime, the humiliation 
and the shame, I am almost forced to 
say that cannibalism after all is the 
most merciful form on which man has 
ever lived upon his fellowmen. It is 
impossible for a man with a good 
heart to be satisfied with this world 
as it is now. No man can truly enjoy 
even what he knows to be his own, 
knowing that millions of his fellow- 
men are in misery and want. When 
we think of the famished we feel that 
it is almost heartless to eat; to meet 
the ragged and shivering makes one 
almost ashamed to be well dressed 
and warm. One feels as tho his heart 
was as cold as their bodies. 

In a country filled with millions; 
and millions of acres of land waiting 
to be tilled, where one man can raise 
the food for hundreds, millions are 
on the edge of famine. Who can com- 
prehend the stupidity at the bottom 
of this truth? Is there to be no 
change? Is the law of supply, inven- 
tion and science, monopoly and com- 
petition, capital and legislation al- 
ways to be enemies of those who toil '.' 

Will the workers always be igno- 



rant and stupid enough to give their 
earnings for the useless? Will they 
support millions of soldiers to kill the 
sons of other workingmen? Will they 
always build temples for ghosts and 
phantoms, and live in huts and dens 
for themselves? Will the lips, un- 
stained by lies, forever kiss the robed 
imposter's hands? Will they finally 
say that the man who has had equal 
privileges with all others, ' has no 
right to complain, or will they follow 
the example that has been set by 
their oppressors V Will they learn that 
force, to succeed, must have thought 
behind it, and that thought must rest 
upon the corner stone of justice? 



Everything that is good in th>? egg 
grows up in the chicken. Only the 
useless shell and the rotten parts are 
discarded. So social democracy will 
grow out of cur present day system 
and usher in the new day when there 
will no longer be tha widespread 
poverty we see today among tho 
children of men. 



Opponents of socialism tell you 
that socialism will disrupt the peace 
of the world and that it will destroy 
christianitv. Every nation of Europe 
now engaged in the great war is a 
christian nation (?) and the red flag 
of socialism is the only one not flying 
over the bloodstained fields of Europe. 



SOCIALISTS SWEEPING INTO POWER. 

But what will you do with the power when you get it? Can you 
administer tho office after you are elected? 

Why not study LAW and equip yourself to make good ? Hoan, 
Mayor of Milwaukee, is a lawyer, — London, the Socialist Congress- 
man, is a lawyer, — and so on through the list. 

YOU CAN BECOME A LAWYER BY STUDYING IN 
YOUR SPARE TIME. 

And there is just one place to take your law course — with — 

THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE. 



lst,- 



-Because it is YOUR College and doesn't charge you high prices 
for the sake of profit. 
2nd, — Because we have the best course from a capitalistic point of 
view, — written by Professors from over 20 leading universities. 
-Because you get what no other school in the world can give 

you — the working class interpretation of law. 
-Because you get a magnificent 14 volume Law library on en- 
rolment. 

-Because you can earn as you learn — pay to suit your own con- 
venience and get expert personal help. 
These are just a few of the reasons. We can't tell them all in this 
limited space. Write for free catalog today and get full particulars. 
Begin Today To Travel The Road To SUCCESS AND POWER. 



3rd,- 
4th,- 
5th,- 



CLIP THE COUPON. 



DO IT NOW. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Dear Comrades: — Please send me full particulars con- 
cerning your Course in Law. 

Name.. Address 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



4 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JULY'S, 1916. 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



NO BOO M FOB DOUBT 

By ALGERNON LEE. 
There is no room for doubt that 
the Young People's Socialist League 
is a useful and necessary part of the 
working class movement. The Social- 
ist Party very properly refuses to 
admit anyone under the age of 
eighteen. In practice, it is not to be 
expected that many will join the par- 
ty organization before they have 
reached voting age. Yet there are 
large numbers of young people of 
both sexes who begin to feel a genuine 
interest in political and economic 
questions when they are not more 
than sixteen or even fourteen years 
old, and who ought to have the op- 
portunity for contact with the move- 
ment and for organized activity that 
will prepare them for future mem- 
bership in the party. 

V • • • 

TO SAY that the Y. P. S. L. has 
an important mission to fulfill is not 
to say that it is always and every- 
where doing good work. On the other 
hand, to recognize its occasional 
faults and failings is not to question 
its net value. I know of Young 
People's Socialist Circles that have 
done more harm than good; but I 
feel sure they are the exceptions. 

To my mind, such a circle ought to 
have three lines of activity carried 
on simultaneously — study, social in- 
tercourse, and active co-operation 
with the party, and. if any of the 
three is neglected, there is likely to 
be trouble. 

An ignoramus may get along very 
well as a Republican or a Democrat. 
All he has to do is to follow his 
leader — and even the leader need not 
know much. But it is different in the 
Socialist movement. No matter how 
intelligent and capable our party 
leader, they could accomplish little 
with an ignorant rank and file. Our 
movement must be democratic — and 
the success of democracy depends 
much less on the machinery, on 
election, referendum, recall, and so 
forth, than on the actual mental 
development of the membership as a 
whole. It is absurd for a Socialist to 
talk of intellectuals and proletarians 
as two different kinds of people, be- 
tween whom we are to choose. What 
we need is intellectually active prole- 
tarians. To say of anyone that he is 
ignorant, but is a good Socialist, is 
like saying that a man is a good car- 
penter altho he does not know how 
to use tools. A good Socialist is one 
who has knowledge and understand- 
ing, not prejudices and second-hand 
phrases. The period of the "teens" is 
the best time for beginning one's So- 
cialist education. The only time for 
ending it is just before the family 

calls for the undertaker. 

• • • • 

THE Y. P. S. L., then, ought al- 
ways to have its educational side, and 
in this phase of its work it ought to 
be in close touch with the party. If, 
on the one hand, it is important for 
the older comrades to remember that 
education does not consist in pouring 
dogmatic instruction into passively 
receptive heads, it is also well for the 
youth to recognize the logical pre- 
sumption that mature men and 
women generally know more than 
young ones, and to seek their aid and 
counsel. 

A lad or a girl who doesn't care 
for reading and study is not likely to 
amount to much in later years. But 
it is also true that one who doesn't 
care for picnics, dancing, music, and 
sports is seldom on the right track. 
There is a happy medium between 
being a bookworm and being a but- 
terfly. A Young People's Socialist 
Circle ought to consider "good times" 
as a part of its business. I believe it 
does not often fail to do so. Some- 
times it makes this the whole thing. 
In that case it ought to drop the 
"ist" from the third word in its name 

and withdraw from the League. 
» • » • 

FINALLY, it ought to be fun for 
young Socialists, who are not satis- 
fied with book-study, but wish to feel 
that they are doing "something real", 
to help the party in the many ways 
that they can. Addressing envelopes 
and folding circulars can be the 

Sractical side of a "bee", just as 
usking corn formerly was in the 
rural districts. Distributing leaflets 
from house to house has all the 
elements of a "lark", if only you look 
at it that way. A corps of organized 
young volunteers acting as messen- 
gers, ushers, collection-takers, and 
pamphlet-sellers at a great public 
meeting, under the direction of the 
party's local organizer, can render an 
immense service and enjoy it, too — 
if only they don't think it beneath 
their dignity. 



HENBY DUBB CALLS THE POLICE TO STOP A BABID SOAP BOXEB 



By BYAN WALKEB. 
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C6Tsv\ff our Fivfc 
PenCtfirr Of- IT.'J 




Junior is some speaker! Perhaps you never knew it before,' but neither did his foolish dad. He recently joined the Young People's Socialist League and this 
is the result. It will do the same for any active intelligent boy or girl. Junior has something worth-while saying and he knows how to say it too. Listen to him: 



What Good Is Y.P.S.L. 
To The Party Local? 

By ANNA A. MALEY. 
Member Socialist Party National 
Executive Committee. ' 
NE MIGHT as logically ask 
what good present day child- 
hood is to the manhood and 
womanhood of the future. The Y. P. 
S. L. will be the party of tomorrow. 
It is now, or can be made, a steady 
feeder to party membership. Acces- 
sions from its ranks are valuable, in 
that they come to us with some 
knowledge of organization and of so- 
cialist spirit. Inexperienced member- 
ship was one of the severest handi- 
caps of the earlier locals. 

The Y. P. S. L. only waits for the 
party locals to call them into activity, 
to give them practical field work to 
do. Moreover, they have vigor and 
enthusiasm for the kinds of field work 
that are most necessary and that 
have been most neglected by the adult 
locals. A party organizer spent the 
week preceding a recent election, in 
New Haven. On an evening when the 
campaign committee was reviewing 
the distribution work that had been 
done in the city, the Y. P. S. L. was 
holding a business meeting at head- 
quarters. The organizer picked up an 
armful of leaflets, carried them into 
the young people's meeting and told 
them of a certain section of the city 
that had not yet been covered. A 
motion was passed immediately to 
adjourn and go out to distribute the 
leaflets. The system with which these 
young people tackled their job was 
refreshing to see. They returned aftei 



JUNIOR'S SPEECH. 
Now Is The Time! 

This paper deals with the present, 
it is intended to interest you NOW. 
After reading it you will think that 
something ought to be done, but don't 
stop at thinking about it — DO it, and 
do it NOW. 

There is a big task for Youth to 
tackle, poverty and all the ills re- 
sulting from our insane economic 
system must be banished from the 
earth, the bloody horror of war must 
cease, and the world must be turned 
into a happy abiding place of a free 
people. Humanity, burdened with a 
million cares, cries out for rescue — 
this task is in the hands of Youth- - 
NOW. 

Youth is the springtime — the morn- 
ing — of life. It is the time of action 
and achievement, the time for ideals 
and the realization of ideals. The 
young people of today have the mak- 
ing of the world in their hands. To 
youth belongs the future, and that 
future depends on your action TO- 
DAY. Join the Young People's So- 
cialist League without delay — TO- 
DAY — and take your place among 
those who strive for progress. Fill 
cut the coupon below and mail it, you 
will be given full information as to 
your nearest Y. P. S. L. 

There is another reason why you 
should join NOW. This time of year 
is play time — sporting time. And the 
Y. P. S. L, believes in play. Join now, 
for we are the people who put the 
"comrade" in "comradeship". Join 
now, because our hikes and dances, 
sports and outings will interest and 
educate you, so that when wintev 
comes you'll be glad to enter the 



Election Day Is Drawing Nearer! 



an hour, when the organizer paired i race for the more serious work on 



them off to man the trucks and auto> 
mobiles which were to carry speakers 
on a flying campaign thru the city 
the next night. While the speaker 
delivered his message, the young 



hand. 

Again, and then — AGAIN, there is 
no time like the present to join the 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIALIST 
LEAGUE— DO IT NOW. 



WANTED 

ONE OR MORE 

HUSTLING COMRADES 

TO DO SOME WORK FOR 

The American Socialist 

AT 

Socialist 
Encampments 

THIS SUMMER. 

Good Chance to Earn Some 
Vacation Money. 

APPLY AT ONCE 

Circulation Manager 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST 

803 WEST MADISON ST., 
Chicago, 111. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 



I, the undersigned, recognizing the value of organization among 
young people for the purpose of promoting sociability, physical and 
mental culture, and of aiding in the propagation of the principles of 
International Socialism, do hereby apply for admission in the Young 
People's Socialist League. 

Name 

Address 



Date Occupation 

Are you a member of the Socialist Party ? 

What Branch? 



THIS IS July. Election day 
is now only four months off. 
This week we slightly change 
our plans to put all the voters 
in the Fifth Indiana District, 
which is going to send our com- 
rade, Eugene V. Debs, to con- 
gress, on the mailing list of The 
American Socialist. 

This month we want* contri- 
butions to put the voters on the 
mailing list of the party paper 
for 15 weeks. 

For every dollar sent in to 
the Debs' Campaign Fund this 
month, seven voters in the Fifth 
Indiana District will be put on 
our mailing list for 15 weeks, 
carrying them up to election 
day. Not only this, but 15 cents 
out of every $1 received will be 
contributed directly to Fifth 
Indiana Campaign Committee. 

Hundreds of voters' names in 
the Fifth Indiana District have 
already been put on the list of 
The American Socialist for six 
months as a result of the contri 
butions sent in up to the pre- 
sent time. A definite report on 
this will be made next week. 

A. W. Ricker, circulation 
manager of The Party Builder, 
which preceded The American 
Socialist, makes the first contri- 
bution of $1 to put seven voters 
in Debs' district on our list. He 
writes, "There are easily 10,000 
Socialists in the United States 
who would give a dollar to send 
Gene to congress." 

We want these 10,000 Social- 
ists to first read what Comrade 
Ricker says and then fill out the 
coupon, "Send Debs to Con 
gress", at the bottom of 
page. 



we were at. The result of our agita- 
tion work became pleasingly manifest 
when one of the biggest parades Pitts- 
burg had ever seen startled its 
citizens. From that time on we began 
to be sure of ourselves and when the 
smoke of battle had cleared away we 
found we had increas«|l our vote in the 
district from five thousand to nearly 
fourteen thousand and had carried the 
Republican stronghold of Crawford 
County, the home of the Appeal, parts 
of two other counties and elected four 
comrades to the legislature. It was 
speakers, literature and enthusiasm 
that did this, but none of these things 
could have been possible without 
money. 

We Can Do It. 

As a sober practical proposition I 
believe it is possible to send Geno 
Debs to Congress. No man in Terre 
Haute is so loved and respected by 
its citizens as Gene Debs. There is 
a large miner population in the 
district, which can be polled almost 
solidly for Debs. The weak point is 
the country district. We proved in 
our Kansas campaign that we could 
reach, interest and convert the far- 
mers. We went into their homes and 
their school districts, talked plain 
homely common sense to them and 
our vote in the farming sections was 
one of the tremendous surprises to 
the politicians. 

If Comrade J. A. Wayland were 
alive I believe he would put five thous- 
and dollars into this campaign. He 
would consider it a good investment. 
Wayland was a man who would not 
throw a cent away. He once said to 
me — "I stand ready to give money 
in large sums when I know I am not 
wasting it. But the old warrior is no 



more. We must look to the living. 
The Socialist Party is not poor. We 
have largo reserve capacities and 
possibilities in our ranks and it is 
easily possible for us to put twenty- 
five cr fifty thousand dollars into 
Debs district if we make up our 
minds to do it, and I am convinced 
that anything like that sum of money 
will elect Debs to Congress. I can 
think of nothing more inspiring or 
more useful to the movement, na- 
tional and international, than Gefie 
Debs, the embodiment of the labor 
movement of America, standing in 
the halls of Congress as the spokes- 
man of the workingclass. So here's 
my dollar — puny and insignificant in 
itself, 'jut powerful when ten thous- 
and other dollars from ten thousand 
other comrades fall into the ranks 
along with it. 



Y0UN6 SOCIALISTS OF SWEDEN 

ARE STANDIN6 FIRM FOR PEACE 

In view of all the preaching and 
prating about a "Preparedness for 
Peace" it may be well to note the 
dispatch with which "prepared" 
countries deal with attempts to ex- 
press the will of the common people. 
Sweden is supposed to be a neutral 
country thoroly prepared to protect 
its neutrality. She is supposed to 
stand for peace even if she has to 
fight for it. Her government is 
thought to be progressive, her labor 
movement one for others to pattern 
after. Yet the first effort of the work- 
ers, led by the Young Socialist or- 
ganizations there, to formulate ways 
and means by which the workers 
might insure peace met with high* 
handed repression on the part of the 
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people hopped down and covered the 
crowd with leaflets. They were de- 
lighted to do the work, needing only 
a little direction. 

In many circles thruout the coun- 
try, notably in the East, thirty-five 
and forty members in each group are 
devoting themselves to methodical 
study of socialist lessons. They are 
grasping eagerly the way that has 
been opened by adult socialists for 
systematic education. In the working 
class, knowledge is the power that 
leads to organization. 

What good is the Y. P. S. L. to the 
party locals? The party locals bid 
fair to die of old age without just 
such feeders to their ranks. 



MY C ONFE SSION 

By JOHN M. WORK. 

ONCE UPON a time, I graduated 
from a little academy down in 
Southeastern Iowa. And the 
ache comes to my heart again as I 
call to mind the Junior Quartette 
singing, "Farewell! Farewell!" while 
we were in the midst of one of the 
most heart-rending tragedies of 
human life — the severing of school 
ties. How I wanted to go to that 
school forever! I wonder if the acorn 
has the heartache when it bursts its 
shell. It can never be an oak without 
bursting. The bursting of the school 
shell is just as necessary to intellec- 
tual and moral growth. 

In those days, incredible as it may 
seem, I was a fire eater. I had been 
the most timid boy in school. The 
first time I faced an audience in the 
literary society hall I trembled like 
a leaf and for the life of me I couldn't 
get control of myself again until I 

left the platform and sat down. 
* * * * 

BUT I was ambitious. To acquire 
courage and determination I read 
about all sorts of heroes, or alleged 
heroes, and attempted to imbibe their 
spirit. I read about Demosthenes and 
his pebble. . I read about General 
Custer, with his flowing locks, flour- 
ishing his saber and hurling defiance 
at the whole Confederate army. And 
I said to myself, "If these fellows 
had nerve, why can't I?" 

So I waded in. I began to howl and 



saw the air every time I found my- 
self before an audience. I soon dis- 
covered that when a person shrieks 
and fans the air, people think he is a 
sublime orator, no matter whether he 
says anything worth while or not. So 
I always did it. I got so I took great 
pleasure in it. It delighted me beyond 
measure to stand at the very front 
edge of the platform, and yell, and 
churn the air with my arms, and 
stamp the floor with my feet by way 
of emphasis, until the dust rolled up 
and curled around my ears. 

• * * * 

THAT'S the way I did with my 
commencement oration. My subject 
was, "The Rising Torrent." I pictured 
a lot of terrible, horrid, grisly 'oso- 
phies, 'archies and 'isms, which were 
gaining ground, and, tnless the tide 
was stemmed, they would sweep our 
civilization over the precipice of re- 
volution into the bottomless pit of — 
something or other — I don't remem- 
ber just what. All I remember is that 
I rolled civilization over the precipice 
and chucked her down into the black 
hole and then gave her a kick. 

Now, one of the dread 'isms, which 
I pictured as being about to sweep 
our civilization over the precipice of 
revolution into the bottomless pit of 
what-you-may-call-it, was Socialism. 

Yes, sir; Socialism! 

Honest Injun — hope to die! 

* * * * 

WHAT did I know about Social- 
ism? 
Nothing. 

Absolutely nothing. 

A few years later I investigated 
Socialism for the purpose of prepar- 
ing a lecture against it. 

I wound up by preparing one for it. 

Since that time I have been aton- 
ing for that ignorant, blundering, 
idiotic crime which I committed in 
my commencement oration. 



Having served its purpose of coral- 
ling the folks who were almost per- 
suaded to vote for Socialism in 1912, 
the Progressive party has gone out 
of existence. Roosevelt merely served 
in 1912 to fool the workers, just like 
Bryan did in 1896, and having- ful- 
filled his mission, like Bryan, goes 
back to the reactionaries. 



By A W. RICKER. 

I THINK every Socialist in the 
United States wants to help send 
Gene Debs to Congress. Further- 
more I think that most of us would 
like to be there on the ground aud 
help .to make the .Ight. As this is 
manifestly impossible the next best 
thing we can do is to send our money 
and let that fight for us, and I know 
no better way to do this than thru 
The American Socialist and the Na- 
tional Office. 

I am going to begin by sending $1. 
As I understand the matter that 
will put seven names on the sub- 
scripton list of The American Social- j 
ist for 15 weeks each and give Gene's j 
campaign committee 15 cents. 

It seems to me that there ought to 
be ten thousand Socialists, readers of 
this paper, who can afford to give $1 
and who will do so. 

Recalls 1912 Campaign. 
The Debs' campaign recalls vividly 
to my mind what occurred in Kansas 
in 1912. Some of us in and around the 
Appeal to Reason office made up our 
minds that there was a possibility of 
carrying the Third Congressional 
District, and about six months before 
election we began what developed into 
the greatest political campaign in the 
history of that section of the country. 
Our highest vote previously had been 
about five thousand. We realized that 
it would require at least twenty thous- 
and votes to win and we set out to get 
them. Every socialist in the district 
was urged to make a weekly contri- 
bution to buy literature and put 
speakers and organizers in the field. 
The entire editorial staff of the Ap- 
peal assessed themselves to the limit. 
As I remember now Comrades Way- 
land and Warren each gave $100 per 
month and about five days before 
election Comrade Wayland put an ad- 
ditional contribution of $500 into the 
hands of the Committee, making his 
contribution to the campaign in " all 
about $306O. I have no figures now on 
hand of irioney contributed, t but my 
recollection is that we spent some- 
thing over, ten thousand dollars, not a 
dollar of which was used to purchase 
or influence voters in any other way 
than by appealing to their reason. 
Every tax payer in the district was 
put on the subscription list of the Ap- 
peal thru special fund raised by the 
Appeal army. We had two tent outfits 
with moviftg pictures and singers in 
continuous:: .use for three.- months. 
When Debs reached Pittsburg, Kan3., 
on his presidential tour we'. risked a 
parade. I say risked because in a 
count of noses we did not know where 



SEND DEBS TO CONGRESS! 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 

Here is $ which is my contribution to help send 

Eugene V. Debs to congress from the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
District. I understand that for every $1 sent in, the Fifth Indiana 
Socialist Campaign Committee will be allowed to put seven voters 
on the subscription list of The American Socialist for fifteen weeks 
each and that 15 cents will be contributed to the Fifth Indiana Socialist 
Campaign Fund. 
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ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 



government. More than a score of ar« 
rests were made, and three of the 
leaders of the movement, all of them 
prominent in the Swedish Young So- 
cialist movement, have been convicted 
of high treason and sentenced to jail. 

The matter dates back to a conven- 
tion held a*, Stockholm in March. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
vays and means of working class op- 
position to war. It was called by the 
young socialists and more than 300 
delegates representing many Socialist 
Party organizations and Labor Unions 
as well as the Y. P. S. L. took part in 
its deliberations. Altho the sentiment 
of the body was in favor of the gen- 
eral strike, action was deferred until 
a larger congress embracing all work- 
ingmen's organizations thruout the 
nation should decide on the matter. 
Peace Agitation Treason. 
But the government would allow 
nothing of the sort to happen. Imme- 
diately over a score of arrests were 
made and the following convictions 
for high treason and their correspond- 
ing sentences give an idea of what 
may be expected from a "prepared"' 
government. Comrade Z. Hoglund, 
National Chairman of the Y. P. S. L., 
Member of Parliament, and editor of 
the Y. P. S. L. official organ "Storm- 
klocken" was sentenced to three years 
penitentiary. Erik Heden, Ph. D., an 
editor of the Party organ "Social 
Democraten" sentenced to 18 months. 
Ivan Oljelund, editor of the socialist 
paper "Brand" was sentenced to 12 
months. A few were discharged, 
among whom was the writer of this 
article, Comrade Einar Ljungberg, 
now on tour of this country for the 
Scandinavian Federation of the So- 
cialist Party. 

In order to understand this rather 
remarkable action on the part of the 
Young Socialist organizations of the 
Scandinavian countries their nature 
and size must be made clear. Unlike 
those in the United States, the 
Leagues in Sweden are a part of the 
Social Democratic Party, as are also 
the Labor Unions and the political 
clubs corresponding in some measure 
to the regular party oranches here. 
Payment of dues in the league there 
means all the rights and duties of 
party membership. The Young Social- 
ists there constitute the radical wing 
of the movement, one of the points of 
difference being their championship 
of the position of the Zimmerwald 
Conference while the older element 
adheres to that of the old Inter- 
national. 

The March convention at Stockholm 
was also preceded by a wide diver- 
gence of opinion, the older group de- 
siring to have the issue decided by 
the parliamentary group (as was the 
case in Germany) while the younger 
element was for placing the authority 
with the rank and file. 

Much Work To Be Done. 
The work of the Y. P. S. L. of 
Sweden consists largely of propagan- 
da, education and sociability. It goes 
directly to the people in its effort to 
make young socialists, every summer 
two red automobiles do service with 
speakers and literature in the inland 
districts while motor boats are used 
to reach the folks along the eoast. 
The more serious members of every 
league are drawn together into a 
study circle, in which the socialist 
classics are studied under local lead- 
ers, these in turn being directed by a 
paid teacher in Stockholm. 

Their own printing plant furnishes 
all the literature necessary thruout 
their movement. Their paper, "Storm- 
klocken", had a circulation, prior to 
this last trouble, of 25,000, since that 
time it has climbed to over 30,000. 
The membership of the league is about 
10,000, their dues five cents per 
month. This action on v.he part of the 
government has aroused Sweden from 
end to end, and tho their leaders be 
imprisoned by the hundreds we may 
still look to find the young socialists 
of Sweden in the vanguard of the 
fighters for freedom. 

Never mind. Your candidate for 
congress will now tell you that he is 
ready to do the things for your in- 
terest which he failed to do while in 
office before. And you will try him 
again. 




Socialist Jewelry 





25c each 
52.50 dozen 



WATCH 
CHARMS 

$1.00 each 
$10.00 dozen 




CUFF LINKS 



Rolled gold — $1.00 pair 
Solid gold— -$1.50 pair 
Sterling silver — $1.00 pair 



WATCH FOBS 



75c each 
$3.50 y 9 dozen 
$6.00 dozen 



SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. MADISON ST. — CHICAGO, ILL. 




TIE PINS 

25c each 
$1.75 dozen 



TIE CLASPS 

50c each 
$5.00 dozen 



WATCH CHAINS 



75c each 
$8.00 dozen 
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(SEND FOR THE JEWELRY CATALOGUE— FREE ON REQUEST.) 



